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sincerely.
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WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS 

USEFUL PHONE NUMBERS
AWWQ                             07 3846 7706 or 1800 061 945

AWWQ Transport Assistance Program               0478 398 931

Aged Care Placement Agent (Leona Bonning)               0408 748 341

Beyond Blue                    1300 224 636

Centrelink (MyGov)                    1300 169 468

Crime Stoppers                   1800 333 000

Do Not Call Register                    1300 792 958

DVA General Enquiries                     1800 838 372

DVA Transport                    1800 550 455

Lifeline                  13 11 14

Meals on Wheels                     1300 909 790

My Aged Care                    1800 200 422

Open Arms                      1800 011 046

Police / Fire / Ambulance            000

Policelink (Non urgent matters)                131 444

Seniors Enquiry Line                   1300 135 500

SES (Flood & Storm Emergency)                132 500

Veterans’ Home Care                   1300 550 450

DVA Pharmaceutical line                      1800 552 580

Bernadette Andrew – Clontarf
Patricia Blaik – Beerwah

Gillian Burdett – Hawthorne
Denise Busk – Taigum

Dallas Chatman - Windaroo
Irene Conway – Victoria Point

Suzanne Dousset - Avoca
Pamela Drew - Caboolture

Joan Fishlock – Sippy Downs
Karen Forman - Earlville
Dawn Franklin - Warwick

Sari Gerhardt – Clifford Gardens
Evelyn Green – Kawungan

Ellena Hinchcliffe – Point Vernon
Phyllis Jeffrey – Birkdale

Felicidad Krautz - Kallangur
Leona McArdle – Buderim
Sandra McHue -Margate

Rae Onger - Geebung
Eunice Ormond – Currimundi

Joan Parkin – Twin Waters
Diane Perry – Upper Kedron
Joan Reville – Victoria Point
Shree Rogers – Redland Bay
Nok Solomon – Manunda

Jean Stevens – Avenell Heights
Shirley Still – West End

Elva Walters – Currimundi 
Margaret Weeks – Clear Island Waters
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FROM THE DESK

STATE PRESIDENT REPORT

Dear members,

It is with much pleasure 
that I write this, my first 
report as your state 

president. Although 
I have only officially 
held the position for a 
short time, the last few 
months have been busy 
following Jenny every-
where. Thanks, Jenny 
for easing me into my 

new role.

Congratulations to Maureen and her team for a 
memorable Friendship Day at Gympie, it was great 
to see so many ladies were able to make the trip. I 
was honoured that day, along with eight other war 
widows, to be presented with a Quilt of Honour. 
Thank you to Maureen and Quilts of Valour Australia 
for this much treasured quilt.

All members should have received their anniversary 
pin, designed by our member Narelle Stanton using 
the Qld Blue gum leaves from the original war wid-
ow’s badge. Thank you, Narelle for your work.

I have had the privilege of sharing many of your 75th 
Anniversary events. Thank you to the organisers of 
the events for their efforts in making these group 
events really something special for their members.

War Widows' Day was certainly a day to remember, 
hosted by the Premier, attended by Her Excellency 
the Governor, members of parliament, Jessie Vasey’s 
family and most importantly our war widows. The 
Vasey family members appreciated the invitation 
and were pleased to see that AWWQ is continuing 
’creating exactly what their grandmother wanted 
to achieve, a community of women who looks after 
each other and ensure their needs are met as best 

as possible’. The day was completed with local icons 
being lit in blue and white by many of the councils. 
Thank you to the councils for your participation.

The last anniversary event was at Warwick where 
James Lister MP. Member for Southern Downs 
hosted lunch at the Warwick RSL for the war widows 
and veterans in the community. It was a pleasure to 

meet our Warwick and Stanthorpe members and we 
signed up some new members while there.

By the time you are reading this, the AWWQ AGM 
and Christmas Lunch will have been held, I hope you 
enjoyed the festivities at the United Services Club. 
Most groups will have held their Christmas functions 
winding up the year and looking forward to a well-
earned break.

It has been a big year for Rachel and her staff at 
head office. On behalf of the board and all the mem-
bers thank you Rachel, Jason, Sue, Lindy, Emma and 

Suzi for all you did to make this year such a success.

Congratulations to past president, Jenny on her new 
role as National President of Australian War Widows 
and thank you for your work particularly in ensur-
ing that AWWQ now have a visible presence in the 
community. Jenny is not leaving us; she is still on the 
board and will continue to live at New Farm.

Independent board director, Michelle McGrath has 
resigned after five years on the board, thank you 
Michelle for your contribution, help and support to 
AWWQ.

Next year I look forward to visiting all the groups 
and getting to know you, particularly those in the 
northern regions. and if you are planning a special 
event that you would like me to attend, please let 
me know.

I look forward to working with the Board in 2023 
and while we will not be able to compete with the 
activities of 2022, we still have Jessie Vasey’s statue 
to complete and find a place for her to live. That will 
be a momentous event to look forward to. Watch for 
news of this event.

Now it is time to relax and enjoy the festive season. 
If you are travelling, take care and stay safe. Have 
a wonderful Christmas and happy New Year. I look 
forward to catching up with you in 2023.

Judy Smith

State President

Australian War Widows Queensland
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Dear AWWQ Members,

It is hard to believe 
2022 is coming to an 
end. 

Around this time last 
year, I was reporting 
on our State Presi-
dent's efforts to get 
Queensland to hold an 

annual War Widows' 
Day. We shall all be 

eternally grateful to Jenny Gregory for bringing this 

day to fruition on the 19th of October 2022. The day 
has established the honour that our founder Jessie 

Vasey and our war widows truly deserve. Additional-
ly, I would like to congratulate our group presidents 
and coordinators for planning their members' indi-
vidual celebrations throughout the year.

It has been a wonderful year full of events. Friend-
ship Day in Gympie attracted a record number of 
attendees, and our War Widows' Day in Brisbane 
accommodated over 180 members. On the 28th of 
November we held our AGM and Christmas Lun-
cheon, the atmosphere was festive and joyful. I 
would like to thank the Eastern Star Foundation for 
their continued support of the AWWQ Transport 
Assistance Program, the generous grant has enabled 

many of you to travel to and enjoy group meetings 
and events.

This year, there has been a noticeable increase in 
our online communication and presence. The Face-
book postings link our members, and we welcome 
any suggestions or content from our members and 
groups. For your interest, we have included some 
Facebook data on page 18. In order to communicate 
essential information to our membership base, we 
continue to hold the Group Zoom sessions and send 
Mailchimp emails.

As always, I want to thank our small team of dedicat-
ed staff for always going above and beyond for our 
members. You are the backbone of this great organ-
isation.

In addition, I want to congratulate Jenny Gregory, our 
departing State President, for the significant work 

she has done over the previous six years, as well as 
our Board of Directors. 

A special thanks to our Secretary & Independent Di-
rector Mrs. Michelle McGrath OAM for her service to 
AWWQ, we wish her well in her retirement from the 
Board. I extend a warm welcome to Judy Smith, our 
new State President, who I have no doubt will rise to 
the challenge. On behalf of the staff, we look forward 
to working with Judy in the years to come.

A final and most significant thank you to all of our 
members who have supported AWWQ for the last 75 
years. It has been a joy engaging with many of you, 
I look forward to our continued collaboration as we 
empower, support, celebrate and inspire war wid-
ows.

I wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a happy 
and healthy New Year.

Take care & stay safe
Rachel Johnson
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NATIONAL PRESIDENT REPORT

Dear members of Aus-
tralian War Widows in 
Queensland.

I am honoured to have 
been elected as your 

new National President 
and I will do my utmost 
to carry on the good 

work of those who 
have preceded me to 
ensure that war wid-
ows are acknowledged 

and supported.

As every member in Queensland knows, my name is 
Jenny Gregory and I live in New Farm Brisbane in the 
War Widow Units owned by Australian War Widows 
Qld. I love it here as I am surrounded by fellow war 
widows of various ages who all care for and support 
each other.

I have very much enjoyed and been honoured to 
serve as your State President and you will now be 
well supported by Judy Smith who now takes on that 
role.

I am excited about my new role as National Presi-
dent, and I look forward to working with the National 
Council to develop closer relationships between the 
states and to concentrate our efforts in the cause of 
supporting all defence and war widows.

My vision for 2023 is to work towards consolidating 
the progress begun by both Queensland and NSW to 
have 19 October each year celebrated as War Wid-
ows Day in all states in Australia – having a National 
War Widows Day! This is very dear to my heart.

I have rather a wicked sense of humor which stands 
me in good stead in times of increased pressure so I 
will share a quote.

“A sense of humor is part of the art of leadership. Of 
getting along with people, of getting things done”.    
Dwight D Eisenhower.

Jenny Gregory

National President 
Australian War Widows
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NEWS & REMINDERS

NEWS & REMINDERS

THANK YOU, SUZI!
Suzi has decided to leave her role 
as Member & Administration 
Support (North Queensland), and 
she is looking forward to spending 
more time with her lovely new 
grandchild and family.

Suzi Vincent has worked tirelessly 
for the past three years, and Aus-
tralian War Widows Queensland 
would like to thank her.

We would like to express our 
appreciation to Suzi on behalf of 
the AWWQ Board and staff for her 
devotion to our members.

FRIENDSHIP DAY 2023
We are pleased to announce that 

Redlands sub branch will host 
the 2023 Friendship Day. Further 
information will be included in the 
March 2023 edition of the Bulle-
tin. 

NOK UPDATE
If you haven't already, please be 
sure to update your NOK details 
with head office. This can be done 
by phoning 07 3846 7706.

SAMFORD SCHOOL TURNS 

150!
AWWQ member, Iris Scott, had 
the privilege of cutting the cake 
to celebrate the milestone. Iris at-
tended Samford State School, and 

was honoured to be apart of their 
celebrations.

Samford State School Principal 

said "We were extremely lucky 
to have Iris, one of our oldest 
students, cut our 150th cake and 
enjoy the night with us. I’d like to 
thank Iris for the time and support 
she provided to us on the night." 

MORETON VOLUNTEER 

AWARDS
Sherwood Convenor, Teresa How-
kins, was extremley honoured to 
receive the Community Service 
Award. The award is presented 
to volunteers who make a differ-
ence in the lives of people within 
their community. The award was 
presented to Teresa by Graham 
Perrott MP and Mark Bailey MP.
Congratulations, Teresa!

OFFICE CLOSURE
AWWQ head office will be closed 
commencing Friday 23 December 
2022 at 4:00pm for the Christmas 
& New Year holidays, and will re-
open on Tuesday 3 January 2023 
at 8:00am. 

VALE
It is with great sadness that we 
advise the passing of Patricia 
Merlehan on 13 August 2022.

Patricia was a former Council 
Member, Director on the Vasey 
Housing Board, Vice President of 
War Widows' Guild and Coordina-
tor of the Boonah Social Club.

Our condolences go out to 
Patricia's family and friends.
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AWWQ GROUP DIRECTORY

BRISBANE NORTH 3rd TUESDAY 11:00am Geebung RSL 323 Newman Rd Geebung QLD 4034 
Convener: Denise Fridolf 07 3865 8006  E: dfridolf@smartchat.net.au

BRISBANE WEST 2nd MONDAY 10:15am Gaythorne RSL 534 Samford Rd Mitchelton QLD 4053  
Convener: Narelle Stanton 0418 731 686  E: n_stanton@yahoo.com

BUNDABERG

2nd TUESDAY 10:30am Veteran’s Social Centre 71 Takalvan St Bundaberg QLD 
4670 President: Laurel Crawford  0428 523 033 Coordinator: Gabbrielle Ryan 
0402 268  794 Coordinator: Judy Mitchell 0407 676 344 E: jbmitchell238@gmail.
com

CABOOLTURE
2nd FRIDAY 10:30am Caboolture RSL 1 Hasking St Caboolture QLD 4510 
President: Estelle Anson 07 5495 1215  Secretary & Treasurer: Cathy Hartshorn 
07 5428 0210  E: cathhartshorn@live.com

CAIRNS
1st WEDNESDAY 10:00am “Rona Shute Room” Cairns RSL, 119 Esplanade, Cairns, 
QLD 4870 Coordinators: Lyn Bennett 0404 868 449 E: Bennett.lyn@aapt.net.au 
Norma Basset 0408 537 547 Donata Harper 0428 581 158

CALOUNDRA

2nd MONDAY 10:00am Caloundra RSL 19 West Terrace Caloundra QLD 4551 
President: Roohangiz Doherty 07 5437 8619  Vice President: June Hall  Secretary: 
Louise Rooney 0428 230 294  Treasurer: Christine Gann 07 5491 9664 
E: g7christine@gmail.com 

GOLD COAST 
NORTH

4th TUESDAY 10:30am RSL Southport 36 Scarborough St  Southport QLD 4215 
Coordinator: Jan Franz 0404 817 012 Assistants: Deirdre Breakwell & Sandra 
Small

GOLD COAST 
SOUTH

1st MONDAY 10:30am Currumbin RSL 165 Duringan St Currumbin QLD 4223 
President: Bron Drinkwater 0400 098 310 E: presidentwwgc@outlook.com 
Vice President & Treasurer: Deborah Baczyk 0408 807 600 E:treasurerwwgc@
outlook.com  Secretary: Rosemary Miller 0407 133 026 E: secretarywwgc@out-
look.com 

GYMPIE

1st FRIDAY 10:00am Gympie RSL, 217 Mary St Gympie QLD 4570 President: Mau-
reen Rush 07 5483 7410 E: maureenrush@bigpond.com Secretary: Linda Collins 
07 5482 2416 Treasurer: Lesley Cullis 07 5482 9777  E: lesley.cullis@icloud.com 
randla@westnet.com

HERVEY BAY
1st MONDAY 10:00am Hervey Bay RSL 11 Torquay Rd Hervey Bay QLD 4655 
Secretary: Christine Starr 0407 575 624  E: finstarr@hotmail.com Treasurer: Patsy 
Squires 07 4124 2754

INGHAM
3rd THURSDAY 10:30am Ingham RSL 4 Hawkins St Ingham QLD 4850  Coordina-
tors Denise Scott 0419 774 102 or 07 4777 2237  E: denise.f.scott1@bigpond.com
Suzi Vincent: 0409 880 902 E: Suzi@warwidowsqld.org.au

IPSWICH
1st THURSDAY  10:00am Ipswich RSL 63 Nicholas St Ipswich QLD 4305  
President: Marea Teakle 0402 493 038 E: mteakle2@bigpond.com  
Secretary/Treasurer: Denise Stokes   

LAVENDER  
LADIES

3rd SATURDAY 12:00pm Various venues on the Gold Coast Contact: Bron 
Drinkwater 0400 098 310
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GROUP DIRECTORY

LOTUS CLUB 1st SATURDAY 12:30pm Various venues Coordinator: Narelle Stanton 0418 731 686  
E: n_stanton@yahoo.com

MAROOCHYDORE
4th MONDAY 10:00am Maroochydore RSL 106 Memorial Ave. Maroochydore QLD 
4558 Coordinator Heather Fazldeen 5444 0281 | 0409 260 031 E: Fazah@bigpond.
com

MARYBOROUGH 3rd TUESDAY 10:00am Maryborough RSL 163-175 Lennox St Maryborough QLD 
4650 Coordinator: Daphne McLennan 07 4129 4259  E: demac5@bigpond.com

NEW FARM 2nd TUESDAY 10:00am Marina Court Gardens 227 Moray Street, New Farm 4005 
Convenor: Jenny Gregory 0409 885 473 E: Jenny2gregory@hotmail.com

THE 
PERSEPHONES

1st SATURDAY 10:00am  - 2:00pm (Subject to change and availability)
Coordinator: Lauren Ashby 0409 951 158 E: renash03@bigpond.com

REDCLIFFE

1st FRIDAY 10:30am Redcliffe RSL Irene St Redcliffe QLD 4020 President: Judy 
Harvey 0404 759 289Vice President: Helen Finley 0418 198 940 E: cartmell9@
bigpond.com   Secretary: Gail Brown 0419 789 022 E: walgailb@bigpond.net.au  
Treasurer: Jan Kersnovske 0430 149 396 E: jhkers@hotkey.net.au

REDLANDS
Last FRIDAY 10:00am Redlands RSL 8 Passage St Cleveland QLD 4163 President: 
Lynne Martin 0416 224 453  Vice President: Krys Wade 07 3822 9502  Treasurer: 
Fay Cross 07 3207 6609  

ROCKHAMPTON
2nd TUESDAY 10:00am Frenchville Sports Club 105 Clifton St. Nth Rockhampton 
QLD 4701 President: Jenny Ireland 07 4928 5651 Secretary: Jan McPherson 0407 
642 186  E: jamcpherson52@gmail.com Treasurer: Gloria Lynch 07 4926 3947

SHERWOOD
3rd TUESDAY  10:00am Sherwood/Indooroopilly RSL Sub Branch 2 Clewley St. 
Corinda QLD 4075 Convenor: Teresa Howkins 07 3379 2420 E: cthowk@bigpond.
net.au

SOUTHEAST 3rd FRIDAY 10:00am Easts Leagues Club 40 Main Ave Coorparoo QLD 4151 
Coordinator: Elizabeth Cowell 07 3349 2084  E: epcowell@outlook.com

SOUTHWEST
1st FRIDAY 10:30am Greenbank RSL 54 Anzac Ave. Hillcrest Greenbank QLD 4118 
President: Patricia Woods 0407 724 946 Vice President: Jennifer Runciman Secre-
tary: Vicky Houlson 3273 1930 Treasurer: Grace Banham 07 3800 2903

TOOWOOMBA

2nd WEDNESDAY 9:30am Dr Price Meeting Room 6 Little St. Toowoomba QLD 
4350  President: Robyne Hilditch 07 4614 0080 Vice President: Mary Anne 
Wheatley 07 4698 7789 Secretary: Helen Puxty 0428 908 864 Treasurer: Christine 
Hilditch 0412 078 631  Assistant Treasurer: Delma Starkoff

TOWNSVILLE

3rd TUESDAY 10:00am (Please phone one of the executives re. meeting venue) 
4810 President: Wilma Kent 0412 341 293  Vice President: Wendy Goodman 0408 
584 929 Secretary: Beryl-Ann Kirby  0421 607 552 Treasurer: Wendy Tranter 0409 
243 428 Assistant Treasurer: Trish Hunter 0418 958 927

WARWICK 1st THURSDAY 11:00am Warwick RSL 65 Albion St. Warwick QLD 4370  Secretary/
Treasurer: Dorothy Rubie  07 4666 3347
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GROUP NEWS

BRISBANE NORTH
We started our month off with a 
combined Jessie Vasey Day with 
Gaythorne and the Persephones. 
It was a wonderful day with our 
groups connecting together as 
one to celebrate the lady who 
made it all happen, Jessie Vasey. 
Also we acknowledged Thelma 
Taylers 99th birthday which was 
happening on the 11th October.

Five of us attended Friendship 
Day in Gympie. Well done Gympie 
you sure turned it on for us.
Our adventure started at North-
gate Station and that was where 
we received QLD Rail top  
service. When the staff found out 
where we were going and also 
who we were, they couldn’t help 
us enough. They helped us aboard 
the train and also telephoned 

Gympie to let them know we were 
coming and what carriage we 
were in. Arrived it Gympie to be 
greeted by staff who helped us off 
and arranged for a taxi to take us 

to our accommodation.
That afternoon we were taken 

by the RSL bus to St Marys Church 

for service and laying of crosses 
by us in remembrance of a de-
ceased family member or friend. 
After the service we went to a 
bowls club for dinner which was 
put on and served by the ladies of 
the club. There were a few other 
war widows at our Motel so we 
gathered later for some drinks and 

friendship.
The Friendship Day was a great 

success and some of my highlights 

were catching up with friends I 
hadn’t seen for a while. The Quilts 
of Valour received by us was an 
overwhelming experience. It will 
be a treasured. Thanks Gympie, 
we had a wonderful time. Great 
country hospitality. 

Then the highlight of our year 

came, War Widows' Day on the 
19th. It was an amazing day. Ev-
erything went off perfectly. I know 
I was full of pride for our organi-
sation and the people who make 
it all happen in our best interests.
Jenny has been so passionate 

about all she has done for our 

members. Well done to you and 
thanks.  

I had a great day catching up 
with members I hadn’t seen in 
a long time. The laughter could 
be heard through the room. The 
speeches by The Governor, Pre-
mier and Jenny were well received 
by all.

The lighting up in blue of des-
ignated buildings that night, was 
AMAZING. It finished off a beau-
tiful day. I know everyone I spoke 
with enjoyed themselves.

Remembrance Day was held at 
Geebung RSL with wreaths being 
layed. War Widows and Legacy 
members from my group layed 

small white crosses in remem-
brance of a loved one. Lunch was 
served after by the RSL in the 
Club.

We will finish off our year with 
the combined Legacy War Widows 
Christmas lunch on December 

9th, and resume our meetings for 
2023 on February 21st. Christmas 
greetings, and all the best for 
2023. 

BRISBANE WEST
And just like that, the year is al-
most over. I am sure that like us, it 
has been a very eventful and excit-
ing year for all groups, particularly 
in relation to the 75th anniversary 
celebrations of the Australian War 
Widows Queensland.  

On the 15th September, we 
travelled to Gympie to celebrate 
Friendship Day with the Gympie 
War Widows. It was lovely to see 
such a large amount of ladies 

gathering together to enjoy each 

other’s company. Everything 
about the day was lovely, from the 
table settings, the food and the 
company. Congratulations must 
go to Maureen and her ladies for 

hosting an excellent luncheon 
and afternoon. Narelle Stanton 
was honoured to receive a Quilt 
of Valour for her service to War 
Widows.  

On the 10th October, Brisbane 
North (Geebung) group and the 
Persephones joined with us to cel-
ebrate 75 years of Australian War 
Widows in Queensland. It was a 
great day with our guests includ-
ing Elizabeth Watson-Brown, Fed-
eral Member for Ryan. Our main 
focus for our luncheon was for the 
ladies to connect with each group 
and that was what they did.  

Then, on the 19th October, it 
was to the Brisbane Convention 
Centre to celebrate with ladies 
from the State of Queensland. 
A lovely lunch was had with the 
Governor, Premier and the Vasey 
family. Our congratulations go to 
all who participated in the organi-
sation of this luncheon and mak-
ing it a memorable day.

We also participated in the Vet-
erans Affairs Healthy Eating Pro-
gram in October. We also enjoyed 
a bus trip to nurseries in Capalaba. 
We came home with plants and 

Brisbane North members at the Friendship and 

War Widows' Day celebrations
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also goodies from Searles garden 

supplies. We enjoyed a lunch at 
the Capalaba Sports Club.  

Jean Hoffmann and Narelle 
Stanton represented our group in 

laying a wreath at the Gaythorne 
RSL Remembrance Day Ceremony.  

We would like to congratu-
late Jenny Gregory, our outgoing 

President, for her hard work and 
dedication to the AWWQ for the 
past six years. Jenny has worked 
tirelessly to enhance the reputa-
tion of the AWWQ. We wish her 
well in her future role as National 
President. 

We would also like to now give 
a warm welcome and congratu-
lations to Judy Smith who will be 
our next President of AWWQ. We 
wish her the very best for her role 
as President.  

 We are now busy preparing for 
our Christmas celebrations and 
would like to wish everyone a very 
merry Christmas and a happy and 

healthy New Year.  

BUNDABERG
What a year it’s been for every-
body. After COVID eased off we, 
the executive had to find a new 
venue for meetings as our old 
room at the R.S.L. was not large 

enough to cope with social dis-
tancing. We finally started meet-
ings and get togethers at the Vet-
erans Social Centre in September 

and have been busy ever since.
On the 19th October our Group 

used the $720 grant money to 
hold our annual White Cross Day 

Ceremony combined with a Lun-
cheon. This Club has been having 
a White Cross Day on Jessie Mary 

Vasey’s Birthday since 2015 and 
was the first Club to do so. That 
first ceremony was held outdoors, 
but because of hot weather and 
the age of a lot of our widows it 
has become an indoor function. 
One of the R.S.L. members made 
us a larger cross with slots and we 
insert our small crosses in them to 

remember our deceased ones.
Our November meeting was a 

special meeting and Lunch com-
bined for Veterans Health Week. 
It really has been great to get 
together at these functions after 
so long without. 

On the 18th November the 
War Widows and Legacy Widows 
Groups held their combined Xmas 

Breakup Lunch. It has become a 
yearly event now that both groups 
have diminished numbers. We are 
very fortunate here in Bundaberg 
that we have a very strong and 
caring Legacy Assn. There is a lot 
interaction between both groups 
as most of belong to both Organ-
isations. Legacy provide monthly 
Morning Teas as well as take us 
on two Bus Trips a year to nearby 
places.

This year we have lost four 
members and have had five new 
members. 

On Remembrance Day the 
War Widows and Legacy Widows 
combined to lay a wreath at our 
ceremony here in Bundaberg. A 
large crowd attended – socially 
distanced.

We would like to wish all our 
fellow members a merry Xmas 

and a healthy and happy New Year 
and hope next year sees us all 

back together again. 
    

                                                           

CAIRNS
The last few months have been 
very busy. We welcomed anoth-
er new member Karen Foreman 
in September. At our meeting 
in September, we were visited 
by Constable Heidi Marek, who 
spoke to us about personal and 

property security, which was very 
welcomed.  

For Health Week we were vis-
ited by a Dietitian Jess Bax, from 
Health Management, Cairns, who 
advised us about safe food han-
dling & storage.

In October we walked around 
the wonderful Cairns Aquarium, 
then back to RSL for lunch, and 

talked about healthy eating and 
healthy recipes. We are collating a 
recipe book of our own favourite 
mostly simple and healthy recipes.

On the 19th October we cele-
brated Jessie Vasey Day, and that 
the 19th will from now on official-
ly recognised as War Widows' Day. 
In Cairns we had our celebration 
at the RSL on the Esplanade in the 

Rona Shute room, named after 
one of Cairns’ past War Widow 
Presidents, Rona Shute. The RSL 
organised the most beautiful cake 
for us to celebrate this very spe-
cial occasion.

Helen Callaghan, winner of Councillor Andrew 

Wines Hamper at the 75th Anniversary Lunch

Terence Kent, Judy Smith,Jenny Gregory, Eliza-

beth Watson Brown MP, Narelle Stanton, Lauren 

Ashby and Denise Fridolf at our 75th Anniversary

Bundaberg members enjoying the Xmas Party

Members placing the White Crosses
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Unfortunately, early in Novem-
ber we lost one of our long-time 
members Norma Willis, of Strat-
ford. Norma will be really missed. 
Five of us attended her funeral.

We wish everyone a very happy 
and safe Christmas season.

Lyn Bennett - Cairns

CALOUNDRA
We had our meeting on 14 of 
November. 23 were in attendance 
and seven apologies. We wel-
comed our new member, Elva 
Walters, before the meeting.

On Friday 11th of November 
was 104 the anniversary of the 
Armistice Day, which ended the 
first World War. I laid the wreath 
on behalf of our ladies, and my 

thanks to our a few members who 
attended the Service.

After our meeting, we had a 
bus trip to Coolum Bowls Club for 
lunch. It was a good day out. The 
food was good and the sun was 
shining.

Last month, on 19 of October, 
eight of us attended to the head 
office 75th Anniversary of War 
Widows, we had a lovely day.

Our next meeting is on 12th of 
December and we are celebrating 
our Xmas lunch at the RSL Club.

I wish you all a very merry 
Xmas and a happy and healthy 

New year.
God bless you all.

Roohi Doherty.

GOLD COAST SOUTH
What a busy time it has been. Our 
State President Jenny has been a 

busy bee and we are so proud of 
her with her new role as National 
President.

We had a great Jessie Vasey 
Day. The Friendship and fun that 
filled the room was wonderful.
Gold Coast North joined us and 
we were all up dancing and inter-
acting.

Dee, one of our ladies, was 
having a ball playing up to Tommy 
Memphis doing a James Bond 

theme act with him!
Like all of us I cannot believe 

how fast this year has flown. The 
sad part is how some of ladies 
have deteriorated.

We have a mystery trip 
planned for our Lavender Lady 
outing in November. We have had 
so much going on we have been 
slack re. Lavender Ladies. I’ve had 
health issues the same as Sandra, 

our wonderful driver.

Can I say what a wonderful 
event Friendship Day in Gympie 
was. Thank you to all the ladies 
that helped make that a great 

event.

GYMPIE
Thank you for all the feedback we 
received after the Friendship Day. 
We are very happy that you all 
enjoyed yourselves. To Martin our 
MC who made the day and espe-
cially when on behalf of the RSL 
put a $1000 on the bar.

One of our ladies, Pauline, rel-
atively new to our group attended 
and rekindled an old friendship 

with Dorothy from Nambour. 
They have known each other a 
long time but seemed to have lost 
touch. Friendship Day is not past 
its used by date when you hear 
stories like this. We wish Redlands 
all the very best for next year.

Four of us from Gympie attend-
ed War Widows Day at the Con-
vention centre. It was good to see 
so many of Jessie’s descendants 
there and hear firsthand about 
Jessie. A great day and we all thor-
oughly enjoyed it.

For Veterans Health week we 
were able to enjoy a delicious 
morning tea one day and on an-
other we had a lunch all contain-
ing the good things we need to 
eat each day. It was much appreci-
ated by the members.

Gaye Richard, Dawn Hansen Debbie Baczyk, Rose-

mary Miller, Jean Higham & Bron Drinkwater 

War Widows' Day celebrations 

75th anniversary cake organised by the RSL

Cairns members with RSL Officers, and the 
mayoress of Cairns, Claire Manning

Rita Palmer, Roohi Doherty, Gloden Mercer, 

Deanne Lister and Christine Gann

Caloundra members during their VHW Lunch
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On both Battle for Australia Day 
and Remembrance Day I laid a 
wreath on behalf of War Widows.  
We are now always invited by the 
RSL to attend all services they hold 
throughout the year.

Four of us are attending the 
AGM and Christmas Party at the 

United Service Club.
Wishing you all a very mer-

ry Christmas and a happy and 

healthy 2023. Enjoy your break 
everyone.

Maureen

MAROOCHYDORE
Hello everyone. The last three 
months have been very busy for 
us. We continue to average 23 
ladies to our meetings and have 
had two new members join. I 
have heard from a lady who is an 
associate member and she has 

relocated to the Sunshine Coast. 
We look forward to meeting her in 
the new year.

We have enjoyed our 
bi-monthly bus trips and will 
continue with these in 2023. In 
September several of us travelled 
to Gympie to celebrate Friendship

Day. Thank you to Maureen 
and her team for a fabulous day. 

Once again, we were on the 
road to Brisbane, this time to cel-
ebrate our first War Widows’ Day. 
It was wonderful to honour our 

founder, Jessie Vasey, and to hear 
her grandson and granddaugh-
ter who travelled from Perth WA 
speak about their grandmother’s 
life. 

Glynis Burns and myself laid a 

wreath on Remembrance Day at 
Cotton Tree. Some of our ladies 
laid a wreath in their local area. 
Five of us will be attending the 
AWWQ AGM and Christmas Lunch 

at the end of November.
We will close off our year with 

a Christmas Lunch at the Ma-
roochy RSL Event Centre. Our in-
vited guests will include our State 
President Jenny Gregory, Judy 

Smith, Sue Hilditch and Michelle 

McGrath from AWWQ head office.
I take this opportunity to wish 

you all a wonderful Festive Season 
and all you wish for yourself for 
2023.

Take care
Heather Fazldeen

NEW FARM
The New Farm war widows who 
attended War Widows' Day on 
October 19 were made to feel so 
very special when they had their 
photo taken with our State Mem-
ber of parliament, Grace Grace, 

our Qld Premier and her excellen-
cy, the Governor of Queensland. 
It was a great celebration with 
members of Jessie Vasey’s family 
present for the occasion.

It was also a great day at our 
October New Farm group meeting 

when we celebrated Veterans' 
Health Week with a Spit Roast 
BBQ supplied by “Catering to Dine 

For”. We loved the food and the 
camaraderie so much that we 
will have our Christmas meeting 
catered for by the same company 

on Tuesday December 13.
A few New Farm ladies visited 

Remembrance House at Burpen-
gary on 24 November using the 
AWWQ bus. We were treated to 
a BBQ lunch and given a tour of 
the premises which is a refuge for 
homeless veterans.

At our November meeting we 
were honoured to have Rudi Bian-
ci, a Navy Veteran, come to speak 
to us about his experiences in the 

Navy.
Many of us will be attending 

the Lord Mayor’s Christmas Party 
on December 7. This is always a 
very enjoyable event.

Thank you to all the ladies who 
contribute to make our meetings 
so enjoyable.  

Jenny

REDCLIFFE
Finally, Summer is here, our days 
are warming up, and we have  
begun to venture out and enjoy 
what Redcliffe has to offer. This 
Spring, our members have en-
joyed lunches at Yabbey Road 
Café at Redcliffe for fish & chips, 
and Seafood town Café at Woody 
Point also Redcliffe Tavern.

Our attendance at monthly 
meetings stays steady of 25 mem-
bers in attendance. Several mem-
bers have been sick at home or in 
hospital. Sadly, one of our beloved 
current members, Lillian Watt has 
passed away, rest in peace Lillian.

We have enjoyed several cel-
ebrations these last few months, 
starting with Jessie Vasey Day 
with a ‘High Tea’ on Friday 2nd 
September with 26 of our mem-
bers in attendance, plus invited 
guests Jennifer Gregory (outgoing 

Members enjoying the Friendship Day celebrations

Heather Fazldeen and Glynis Burns laying a 

wreath for Remembrance Day
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President), Judy Smith (incoming 

President), Rachel Johnson (Ex-
ecutive Officer), and Jenny Wald 
representing Yvette Dáth MP. 
Jennifer Gregory spoke briefly to 
our members and presented Jen-
ny Wald a 75th Anniversary War 
Widows' badge to be presented 
to Yvette DÁth MP, and present-
ed our President Judy Harvey a 
scarf, as a thank you for arranging 

today’s celebration.
Friendship Day in Gympie was 

attended by 10 of our members. 
The atmosphere was lively, the 
food served was exceptionally 
good. We thoroughly enjoyed the 
function. Congratulations to War 
Widows Gympie for a successful 
day.

Our final function for Spring 
was the ‘Veteran Health Week’ 
attended by our members, plus 
invited guest Tom Law OAM & DIP 
Fitness. Tom quickly engaged the 
attention of our members with 
handy hints on how to stay fit. 
Tom talked our members through 
a series of simple exercises to do 

daily, a very entertaining program 
presented our members. We fo-
cused on being healthy by enjoy-
ing a lunch of sandwiches and a 
variety of fruit, after our regular 
meeting.

“Just one small positive 
thought in the morning can 

change your whole day.”
Dalai Lama.

REDLANDS
Our July meeting was held in the 
Sails Restaurant at Redlands RSL 

club due to the ongoing renova-
tions.

23 members enjoyed a very in-
formative talk from Ingrid Walker 
from Nutricia Souvenaid – who 
spoke about Your Memories mat-
ter, their drink helps with memory 
loss, samples and literature was 
handed out.

Four Quilts have been donated 
to our members in nursing homes, 

a big thank you to the Star Sea 

Quilting group, without their help 
this act of kindness would not 
have been possible.

Redlands group was represent-
ed at Vietnam Veterans Day by 
Helen our secretary.

The August meeting was at-
tended by 26 members.

11 members travelled by bus to 
Gympie for Friendship Day. June 
Lancaster and Helen McDiarmid 

travelled up for the White Cross 
Day, and a ride on the Red Rattler 
Steam Train, followed by the fa-
mous lunch on the station. A great 
day. Gympie has so much to see 
and do.

The September meeting was 
attended by 24 members, back in 
the Sails Restaurant. Redlands was 
lucky to get a grant for National 
Veterans months and made it 
possible to have Maddison Bruce 
a Dietitian from Bodysmart attend 
a gave a talk about healthy eating 
she also handed out a coloured 

booklet about healthy eating 
after which a surprise lunch was 
serviced to all present, steamed 
vegetable and fish, Thanks to the 
National Veterans Month.

Our celebrations for Jessie 
Vasey Day and 75th Anniversary 
of War Widows was a morning tea 
held at the Star of the Sea Par-
ish Hall on October 28. Honored 
guests were greeted by President 
Lyn, our Master of Ceremonies. 

Ian Gray opened the morning and 
introduced Jenny Gregory, Paul 

Bishop local member of Red-
lands Council, Henry Pike Federal 
member for Redlands, Judy Smith 

incoming President AWWQ, Allan 

Harcourt, President of Redlands 

RSL and Linda Harcourt Welfare 

Officer Redlands RSL.
Morning tea was supplied by 

the Redlands committee members 
who made sandwiches, savory 
pies, sausage rolls, slices and fruit 

cake, wraps, cupcakes, quiche and 
scones.

A large cake decorated with the 
75th anniversary in blue was cut 
by Jenny and we all sang Happy 
Birthday to us.

Members and guests were en-
tertained by U3A Scottish Dancers; 
Chad Sheron a Local Actor and 

U3A Jazz and Tap Dancers all per-
formed. Each of our entertainers 
were presented with a small gift 
of thanks and a tin of chocolates 
to share.

Each member and guest re-
ceived a placemat, bookmark with 
the 75th Anniversary logo and a 
photo of Jessie Vasey and a choco-
late bar with our 75th Anniversary 
logo and AWWQ logo. 

Thanks goes to our kitchen staff 
who carried out their duties with 
pride and a round of applause for 

a job well done.
Jenny Gregory drew the prizes 

for a raffle we held over several 
months for the Jessie Vasey Statue 
and received $85.00. Paul Bishop 
drew the Lucky Door Prize.

President Lyn presented Jenny 

Gregory with a large bouquet of 
native flowers.

Thanks also goes to Ian Gray 
our MC: John Butler Photogra-
pher.

Helen McDiarmid

Redcliffe members at the War Widows' Day 
function 
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ROCKHAMPTON
On the 12th September, six 
members headed to Gympie for 

the Friendship Day celebrations. 
We were driven down by member 
Karen Campbell who looked after 
us well. We had extra days down 
there so were able to visit some 
tourist spots, we went to the 
Ginger Factory, had a trip on the 
Mary Valley Rattler, went to Inskip 
Point to see where the barge goes 
to Fraser Island, then had morning 
tea at the Yacht Club at Tin Can 
Bay followed by lunch at the Rain-
bow Beach Surf Lifesaving Club. 

We attended the very mov-
ing White Cross Service on the 
Wednesday which was followed 
by a light supper at the friendly 

Meet & Greet. Friendship Day 
followed on the Thursday and 
old friendships were renewed. 
Our President, Jenny Ireland, was 
one of the members who was 
honoured for her many years of 

service to us with a beautiful, 
handmade quilt. 

From the 17th to the 23rd Oc-
tober our Rockhampton Regional 

Council lit up with blue lights to 
honour War Widows’ Day some of 
the buildings in Quay Street which 
is Australia's longest National Trust 

heritage listed street. Thank you 
RRC. 

On the 19th October we cele-
brated the first War Widows’ Day 
with a morning tea at the French-
ville Sports Club, it included invit-
ed guests, Mayor Tony Williams 
of Rockhampton Regional Council 

plus Presidents and partners of 

the local services clubs as well 
as our members who attend our 
meetings. Our President, Jenny 
Ireland, cut the cake which was 
made by our Vice President, Ruth 
Russell, Gloria Lynch made and 

decorated a cookie for each at-
tendee. Thank you, ladies. I think 
the morning was enjoyed by all 
who attended.

On the 26th October 12 
members attended a High Tea 
at Michel's in Allenstown Square 
to celebrate with those who 
have birthdays this month, Esma 
Humphries, Jan Graham and Deb 

Harris. 
On the 1st November, nine 

members attended the Mel-
bourne Cup luncheon at the RSL 

Yeppoon and had a great time. 
Our members attended the 

Remembrance Day Service at the 
Frenchville Spots Club where Ruth 
Russell laid a wreath on behalf of 
our War Widows. The service was 
followed by lunch at the French-
ville Sports Club.

Our last meeting for this year 
was on the 8th of November and 
attended by seven members as 
the others were busy selling mem-
orabilia for Remembrance Day.

Our first meeting for 2023 will 
be on Tuesday the 14th February, 
10am at the Frenchville Sports 
Club. Hope to see you there.

Wishing you all a very Happy 
Christmas and hope 2023 is a 
great year.  

SOUTH EAST
Another November passes by 
with so much to recall from 
the past 12 months, so many 
happy events but too many lost 
friends. A New Year is already 
being planned and we hope for 
a calm unclouded 2023.

We are all pleased to hear 

that Jenny Gregory is taking her 

talent to National heights and a 
big welcome to Judy Smith who 
has been a close understudy 

and stepping into the State va-
cancy, the AWWQ will continue 
to be in good hands.

South East Social Group 

still enjoys their monthly get 
together at East Leagues Club 

where we have many a good 
laugh and swap news of inter-
est.  Our best Christmas wishes 
and thankyous to all head office 
staff and volunteers for their 
attention to the administration 
without which we couldn’t exist 
as an organised group.

Enclosed photo of our most 

senior member Mrs Heather 

Cossart taken at October meet-
ing with President Jenny Greg-
ory.

Ruth Russell laying the wreath Remembrance Day

Ruth Russell Gloria Lynch Jenny Ireland Cecilia 

Miller Jan McPherson at Friendship Day Heather Cossart with Jenny Gregory

Tables set up for War Widows' Day

Guest speaker Ingrid Walker



SOUTH WEST
I would like to thank the ladies 
who have supported all the func-
tions for the 75th Anniversary of 
War Widows

We had about eight ladies who 
attended the Lord Mayor's Civic 
Reception. It was a very nice affair.

Our own special event of which 
about 35 ladies plus special guests 
attended. Function manager did a 
great job arranging round tables 

and decorated them. The three-
course meal was excellent. Thanks 
to the ladies for special items 

supplied for our raffle.
Vice President Jennie attended 

the Business Women’s luncheon 
which was held at Tatterstalls. She 
enjoyed the day.

Jessie Vasey, or War Widows, 
Day which was held at the Ex-
hibition Centre was once again 
very well attended. The meal was 
great. It was nice to see from the 
Vasey adult grandchildren and 
hear their stories of their grand-
mother.

As I am out of action at the mo-
ment I will not be able to attend 
any of the Xmas functions. I would 
to wish you all a very safe, happy 
Xmas, and a bright and prosper-
ous New Year.

Kind Regards, Pat Woods.

TOWNSVILLE
Greetings to everyone from 
Townsville members! It has been 
an exciting time over the past 
few months with the following 
changes: in our executive team; 
in the planning, organising and 

delivering of stimulating activities/
events; redeveloping our quarter-
ly newsletter; to a change of our 
meeting venue.

Our first meeting for 2023 will 
be held in February and we are 
pleased to announce all meetings 
will now be held at The Oasis, 1 
Staging Camp, Oonoonba – other-
wise stated. 

We have had many varied 
events delivered. Here is a sum-
mary:
Veterans Healthy Lunch – 21 
ladies attended this lunch. The 
event was a success noted by the 
smiles on faces, interaction and 
participation by everyone. 
Celebrating War Widows' Day - 56 
people attended a “Bling” themed 
event including four invited 
guests. The tables were decorated 
in line with War Widows colours 
and a bling theme to incorporate 

75 years. Kookaburra ornaments 
were the centre attraction of each 
table. Caterers supplied a scrump-
tious lunch and dessert.  A com-
memorative cake was officially cut 
by our groups two oldest mem-
bers. Channel 7 aired the event 
during the news on War Widows' 
Day.  

Balgal Beach Remembrance 

Day - 15 ladies attended the ser-
vice at Balgal Beach. Guest Speak-
er Judy Knox – In September Judy 
presented a presentation covering 
working in the Ukraine. Christmas 
Lunch in November – 50 ladies 
attended our Christmas lunch.  

Lastly, our group would like to 
wish you, your family and friends 
a healthy and safe Christmas and 

New Year. Love & friendship is 
sent from Townsville. 

WARWICK
Warwick Sub Branch celebrat-
ed ‘War Widows’ Day’ with a 
Luncheon for War Widows and 
friends at the Warwick RSL. James 
Lister MP. Member for Southern 
Downs was also a guest. This 
Luncheon was organised by Mrs 
Deborah Wheeler, a local Mili-
tary Historian, and we do thank 
Deborah for doing this and we all 
enjoyed it. 

Then on 29th October, James 
Lister MP. Member for Southern 
Downs, invited all War Widows in 
the Southern Downs to an infor-
mal Luncheon, again held at the 

Warwick RSL. Also in attendance 
was Jenny Gregory, National Pres-
ident and Judy Smith, the State 

President.  
We were thrilled to meet up 

with them, and I know they en-
joyed it as much as we did. 

Jenny gave a lovely talk which 
was very interesting, and we do 
wish her all the best in her new 
role as National President. 

We would like to thank our 
Local Member, James, for hosting 
this Luncheon for our War Wid-
ows and friends. We all thorough-
ly enjoyed it – Good food, good 
company. What more could you 

ask!
It is my understanding that 

James is joining as an Associate 

Member. Welcome James.
Nancy is making arrangements 

for our Christmas lunch and get 

together for Wednesday 30th 
November at the RSL in Warwick. 
Thank you Nancy. 

As the year draws to a close 
we would like to wish everyone a 
happy and holy Christmas and a 

great 2023. 

Gloria Mills, Dorothy Rubie, Nancy Payne, June 

Dixon at the Christmas Lunch celebrations

Townsville members on the Balgal Beach trip

Townsville VHW Lunch quiz

GROUP NEWS
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MACEY BENNETT

Dear Members of Australian War Widows Queensland, 

The start of 2022 has been extremely rewarding and I am very grateful to have the opportunity to attend 
University for my second year. 

This semester I dove into my second year of Laws/Communications and completed another five subjects 
a semester to fast track my degree. Although at times the study load is overwhelming, I pleasantly enjoy a 
good challenge and am loving all the aspects of my degree! 

At Duchesne College this year I was elected as the 2022 Student Club Service Executive which is a leadership 
position that is rarely filled from a second year student. This role allows me to advocate for young women in 
regards to sustainability, wellbeing, inclusivity and spirituality. A highlight for this year was creating a panel 
for International Women's Day, and being the moderator I was able to engage in some powerful discussions 
on breaking the bias in our society. The panelists were exceptional women in the workforce and were in-
spiring and I learnt so much! The conversation was real and remarkable and I loved hearing about how I can 
“occupy my space” in everything I do.

Furthermore, in April I traveled to the United States in Washington D.C and New York as a member of the 
Australian Highland Dancing Team. I had the most incredible opportunity to be selected as one of the Ozscot 
Australian Highland Dancers to travel and dance for The Washington Tattoo Gala. There are no words to de-
scribe how terrific this experience was. I met so many amazing individuals and was able to perform at some 
breathtaking locations. 

The Winery at Bull Run, the Lincoln 
Memorial, the US Capitol, The White 
House and the Metropolitan in particu-
lar, were some of the fantastic locations 
we were able to visit. I then travelled to 
New York and was able to conclude my 
trip at the Tartan Day Parade on Broad-
way at Sony Hall, which involved lots of 
bagpipes and highland dancing.

This semester has been very busy but 
I am enjoying the break and preparing 
myself to jump back in for semester 

two. Thank you again for continuing to 
support me on my career journey and 

in everything I do. 

Kind regards,
Macey

MACEY BENNETT - AWWQ AVCAT 
SPONSORSHIP
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THE RATS OF TOBRUK

“We are all one big family”. That’s what many of our 
Rats of Tobruk thought. 

After their war time service, the Rats of Tobruk 
formed an Association and met regularly around 
Australia for not only remembrance of their service, 
but for the welfare and care for those who served.

It was as their numbers dwindled, that surviving Rats 
of Tobruk saw the necessity of an organisation where 
their descendants and friends could gather. It was 
important for them to know that their memories, 
their photos, their diaries, and their history would be 
remembered into the future. There are only about 
seven known Rats of Tobruk still living now, one of 
them being an amazing 106 years old!

The Descendants of the Rats of Tobruk Australia 
association came into being because of this, just 
three years ago with a committee soon joined by a 
small dedicated group of volunteer researchers. The 
association soon started a closed Facebook page and 
website, providing a platform where descendants of 
the Rats of Tobruk could gather and share memora-
bilia. The association also collects any memorabilia 
that people want to leave in trust for future 

RATS OF TOBRUK
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generations. There is room at the local Military Mu-
seum in Brisbane to display this. The association is 
pleased to receive any donation, no matter what it is. 
It is all precious and will be looked after.

In the background, the researchers started work on a 
basic database of more than 19,000 names of pro-
spective Rats of Tobruk, gathered over 15 years, by 
Owen Carlton and Roger Murphy. This has expanded 
into a document that includes valuable records, clos-
ing off with a digital tribute for each verified Rat. This 
research looks for a photo of each soldier which can 
be used on the tribute, putting a face to the names 
of the Rats of Tobruk. Slow, meticulous research on 
each soldier, can also find descendants to let them 
know about this association. Over this short time, 
more than 3500 tributes have been completed with 
many more to be done. To be a Rat, the soldier 
needed to be in Tobruk during the dates of 10 April 
to 7 Dec 1941. The completed digital tribute of each 
Rat is then given to financial family members and are 
also collated into books containing 500 Rats photos 
and sold to members. They are also presented to 
the Australian War Memorial, RSL and other Military 

museums.

The committee has worked hard in many aspects 
to promote the Rats, including an amazing 80th 
anniversary of the Siege of Tobruk in Brisbane back 
in April this year. Treloar Roses have bred a rose for 
the association to be sold Australia wide, called NO 
SURRENDER. These roses sell out each year. 

Association attends, with wreaths, some services, 
funerals and functions. Lunch is purchased for living 
Rats at these events. There are plans for creating 
a pack of information about the Rats of Tobruk, to 
distribute nationally to schools. 

The founder of the association, Betty Murphy, is 
keen to see this “family” expand, and would like to 
welcome any Rats of Tobruk family or friend, to this 
group. Please contact her by email at dotrota41@
gmail.com if you are interested in joining the associa-
tion. We would love to see you there. We are hap-
py to research any name to verify their status and 
welcome you to join the Family, honouring the Rats 
of Tobruk.

RATS OF TOBRUK
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OUR MEMBERS

It may come as a surprise to hear that Beryl was a 
foster child, she never knew her parents. Beryl was 
born in Melbourne on June 9th 1922 and was placed 
in a babies home. A woman who took in babies at 
the time, chose Beryl to live with her family along 
with other fostered children. It was a very large fam-
ily and Beryl had to do her fair share of the house-
work. She loved and respected her foster mother 
although she was very strict, as they were in those 
days. She kept a close watch on Beryl, and Beryl was 
not given all of the privileges that the ‘real’ members 
of the Chapman family enjoyed. Despite this, Beryl 
was a happy person with a positive attitude which 
has remained with her to this day. She always wakes 
up happy and ready to take on the day.

Her one passion when she was young was ballroom 
dancing. She used to go dancing at least three times 
a week, it was something she enjoyed. She actually 
met the man she would marry at a dance one night, 
and they continued to dance together in many com-
petitions, and they were extremely successful.

On April 8th 1944, Beryl Cave married Mervyn Bill-
ings. A year later her first born was a son Dennis, and 
a few years later a daughter Gael was born. Mervyn 
and Beryl built their own house in Pascoe Vale, a 
suburb in the north of Melbourne. Together, Mervyn 
and Beryl have two grandchildren Kim and Shane, 
and four great grandchildren Zoe, Cooper, Charlotte 
and Gracie.

Some years after Mervyn passed away, Beryl was 
introduced to John through friends. John had lost his 
wife some years previously. Beryl and John shared 
many happy times together and eventually married 
in November 1981. John was an ex-army officer, 
serving in the 9th Division Tank Battalion. John’s full 
name was Jack Winston Kitchen Fischer. After John 
passed away, Beryl decided to move closer to her 
family, which was only a few minutes away from her 
daughter Gael. 

In 2007, a family decision was made for Gael and her 
family, plus Beryl to move to Queensland. Beryl thor-
oughly enjoyed living in Scarborough. Beryl joined 
the Scarborough Bowls Club, and was a member for 

about eight years before she had to give it up due to 
several falls. Beryl was still driving her little car, until 
2015 when Beryl decided it was time for her to hand 
in her driver's license at the age of 93.

Beryl is very proud of the letters she received from 
the Queen, the Governor General of Queensland, 
former Prime Minister Scott Morrison, Premier of 
Queensland Annastacia Palaszczuk and Mayor of 

Moreton Bay Regional Council Peter Flannery.

Beryl is a fabulous person, with a positive attitude 
and happy disposition, which certainly helped her to 
attain the age of 100 in 2022, and we are certain she 
is far from being finished yet.  

Beryl is a member of the Australian War Widows 
Queensland Redcliffe Sub-Branch, and is loved and 
appreciated by all our members.

BERYL FISCHER CAVE
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LUCINDA MARY NORRIS

Lucinda Mary Norris was born at Chillagoe, North QLD on 19th August 1922. 
Mary was the eldest child of the family which was made up of six girls and 
one boy. Her father was the local policeman.

She started at Mangana – a one teacher school with twenty-three children at-
tending. Her dad was transferred to Proston then Wondai where she finished 
school after completing grade seven. 

Mary’s first job at the age of fourteen was housekeeping. Twelve hours days 
and the pay was 10/- per week. She then had the opportunity to work in 
a café in Wondai, which she accepted and worked there until the start of 
WW2. It was there that Mary met her future husband. Ron was in the Army 
and each day he would ride a bike form the training camp to the café to pick 
up morning tea for the officers. He won Mary’s heart, and they were married 
in 1944 at the Wondai Church of England church.

As Ron came from Newcastle, NSW, they spent their married life there and had two children, Carol and John. 
Ron was a mechanic by trade, but was also very handy in other trades. He built all the furniture for their 
home, also their caravan and boat. Mary and Ron had a post office in Newcastle for twenty-five years. During 
their marriage they both travelled overseas and everywhere but Darwin in Australia. Sadly, Ron passed away 
in 1978 and Mary carried on for another 12 years at the post office. She initially received a widows’ pension, 
and was finally granted the War Widows pension.

Mary finished work in 1991 and came to the Sunshine Coast to live. Her son John and two sisters were al-
ready living there. 

Mary is a staunch member of St. Peters Anglican Church at Maroochydore. Every Wednesday she helps out 
there preparing meals etc. for the homeless. She also does craft work, makes crochet rugs and knits clothes 
for babies. 

Lucinda Mary Norris you are one amazing lady, and a true inspiration to us all. 

Your friends of Maroochydore War Widows wish you a wonderful 100th birthday. 
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Permanent reminder of Queensland 
War Widows contribution
Published Wednesday, 19 October, 2022 at 02:42 PM

Premier and Minister for the Olympics

The Honourable Annastacia Palaszczuk

Future generations of students and the public will have a lasting testimonial to the remarkable contribution 
of Australian War Widows Queensland.

Hosting a War Widows' Day lunch in Brisbane, Premier Annastacia Palaszczuk paid tribute to the spouses of 
fallen Queensland veterans.

"Last year, I was proud to confirm that Queensland would be the first state to formally hold War Widows' Day 
each year on the 19th of October," the Premier said.

"The day is the birthday of Jessie Vasey OBE CBE, the Roma-born trailblazer who founded the War Widows' 
Guild in 1947.

"To further recognise the organisation's important work, today I can announce that the State Library of 
Queensland will be working with the Vasey family to capture the foundation story.

"My government will contribute $10,000 to create an oral history of Jessie's achievements, for the State 
Library's website and the Anzac Square Memorial Galleries.

"It will also be included in the Library's school curriculum, so students today, and into the future, can learn, 
appreciate and celebrate Jessie's work."

"What started as a craft guild for other widows in Toowoomba grew into a national movement, which 75 
years on is known as Australian War Widows.

"And today, they serve a community of widows and widowers nationwide. Australian War Widows 
Queensland protects the interests, welfare and wellbeing of its 2000 members and more than 10,000 war 
widows and widowers across the state."

Also to commemorate War Widows' Day, Queensland landmarks including Parliament House and Brisbane's 
Story Bridge will be illuminated this evening in blue and white light - the colours of Australian War Widows.

"When Queenslanders see these landmarks tonight, I hope they'll reflect on the lives of our war widows and 
widowers, as well as the contribution of Australian War Widows Queensland," the Premier said.

"I commend Australian War Widows Queensland on 75 years of outstanding service.

"With honour, friendship, support and advocacy, they have touched countless lives - extending a helping 
hand through grief, and on life's great journey."
 

Assistant Minister to the Premier for Veterans' Affairs Bart Mellish said War Widows' Day was also an oppor-
tunity to raise awareness of the support available to the families of current and former Australian Defence 
Force members.

Phot
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"Australian War Widows Queensland offers a range of services to its members - providing temporary and 
long  term accommodation, arranging counselling and home visits, and liaising with the Department of Veter-
ans' Affairs on behalf of their members," Mr Mellish said.

"The Queensland Government has proudly supported the work of Australian War Widows Queensland, pro-
viding funding for member functions, welfare staff and financial support through the Anzac Day Trust Grants 
Program.

"And through our dedicated Office for Veterans, we provide broader support to Queensland veterans and 
their families - with funding for legal assistance, housing, training and employment.

"Working alongside veterans, their families, and long-standing organisations like Australian War Widows 
Queensland, we hope to foster a more caring, inclusive and respectful State."

Mrs Jenny Gregory, State President of Australian War Widows Queensland said the inaugural War Widows 
Day marked a significant milestone for the organisation.

"We are delighted that the Queensland Government continues to recognise the important work of Austra-
lian War Widows Queensland and has formally dedicated 19 October each year to recognise loved ones left 
behind by those who have served Australia," Mrs Gregory said.

For more information on War Widows Day and the work of Australian War Widows Queensland, please visit 
http://www.warwidowsqld.org.au/ 
ENDS

Media Contact: Lane Calcutt 0411 535 191

Photo Credit to the Queensland Government
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FRIENDSHIP DAY 2022
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WAR WIDOWS' DAY 2022



Photo Credit to the Queensland Government
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LIGHT UP QUEENSLANDLIGHT UP QUEENSLAND



WWD

ALAN VASEY SPEECH - WAR WIDOWS' DAY

We were very fortunate to have members of the Va-
sey family attend the War Widows' Day celebrations 
on 19 October 2022. Two of Jessie Vasey's grandchil-
dren, Alan Vasey and Dr Jennifer St George, present-
ed speeches on the day. A copy of Mr Alan Vasey's 
speech can be read below. 

"Thank you for the opportunity to speak today this 
time in person rather than the somewhat impersonal 
video clip."

"First let me introduce myself. I am Alan Vasey one of 
Jessie Vasey’s seven grandchildren. I am the only son 
of her oldest son George Vasey." 

"It is again a great honour to be able to speak about 
my grandmother and the War Widows Guild on be-
half of my sisters and our cousins on her birthday." 

"This year rather than talking about my recollections 
of Jessie I think it would be interesting to explore 
what Jessie might make of the progress of the War 
Widows Guild and more importantly how well todays 
war widows and their children are being looked after 
or not."

"I do not pretend to know the answer, but I believe 
it is something on this day we should all think about 
and if possible, take action to improve. The widows 
of our soldiers should not be treated less favourably 
than our service personnel as they travel through 
life. They did not choose to become widows they 
did not choose to raise their children alone. Their 
children did not choose to grow up with only one 
parent."

"My oldest son reminded me, again recently that the 

effects of a service death extends for generations not 
just for the present."

"The recent Military engagements Australia has been 
engaged in has taken a terrible toll on our service 
people not so much on the battlefield but in life after 
service. So many find it too difficult to cope. I am 
sure if Jessie was alive today she would have some 

strong views and be advocating for a better deal for 
ex service personnel and the widows and children of 
service personnel who have died."

"When I look at the actions of the War Widows' 
Guild today, I see they are engaged in the current 
issues facing ex-service personnel and their widows.  
This would make our grandmother proud.  This is 
exactly the work and support required to ensure our 
widows do not experience a “Mean Destiny”."

"In conclusion I would like to thank the leadership 
of the War Widows' Guild with the support of their 
members for the great progress they have and con-
tinue to make in looking after each other."  

"Thank you."



QUILT PROJECT

Due to the popularity of the “Friendship Quilt” created by members in 2020, a new project has been launched 
to be displayed at Friendship Day in September 2023 in Redlands.

Individual members or groups are invited to create quilt squares that show what AWWQ means to them. The 
theme may be: support, friendship, caring, happiness, fun, poppies, a kookaburra or remembrance, as exam-
ples. 6 ½ inch cotton squares can be decorated and embellished in any way – both simply or more complex 
using: applique, embroidery, beadwork, fabric paint, ribbons etc.  We have already received some wonderful 
contributions.

Squares will be accepted until end of July 2023 so there is plenty of time to be creative! This could be a great 
project over the summer months.

If you have any questions, please contact Suzi Vincent on: svincent@westnet.com.au or 0409 880 902 

Friendship Day Quilt Project



Page 31

MEDIA RELEASE

Page 31

MEDIA RELEASE

THE HON MATT KEOGH MP
MINISTER FOR VETERANS’ AFFAIRS
MINISTER FOR DEFENCE PERSONNEL
 

4 October 2022

MORE SUPPORTS NOW AVAILABLE FOR VETERANS IN RESIDENTIAL AGED CARE

From this week, Veterans, war widows and widowers living in residential aged care will benefit from expand-
ed access to clinically necessary allied health care services and rehabilitation aids and appliances, regardless 
of the level of care they are receiving.

Minister for Veterans’ Affairs Matt Keogh said the changes will mean all eligible veterans, widows and widow-
ers can access the supports they need, when they need it.

“Previously, only those Department of Veterans’ Affairs (DVA) clients with low level care have been able to 
access DVA-funded allied health care services and aids and appliances,” Minister Keogh said.

“All DVA clients will now have access to additional allied health services and rehabilitation aids and applianc-
es in their residential aged care home on top of the services and aids already provided.”

This change has been made in line with the new funding model for residential aged care, the Australian Na-
tional Aged Care Classification, which came into effect on 1 October 2022.

“DVA is here to help support veterans and families if further support is required.”
 

To find out more about residential aged care and to arrange a free assessment with an Aged Care Assess-
ment Team, call My Aged Care on 1800 200 422. For more information on DVA’s Rehabilitation Appliances 
Program, visit www.dva.gov.au/providers/rehabilitation-appliances-program-rap. 

MEDIA CONTACT:
Stephanie Mathews (Minister Keogh’s Office): 0407 034 485
DVA Media: media.team@dva.gov.au  
 

Authorised by The Hon Matt Keogh MP.
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AUSTRALIAN WAR WIDOWS W.A. 
accommodation

Australian War Widows WA Inc. is pleased to advise that a holiday unit is available for AWWQ members at 
Forsyth Gardens, located at 15 Plantation Street, Menora, Western Australia, 6050.

The one bedroom unit can comfortably accommodate two and is fully equipped for short term stays. Located 
on the grounds of the Marjorie Le Souef Administration and Community Centre and within close proximity to 
major shopping centres, transport and the city, it is ideal for a city break or medical appointments.

The cost is $30 per person/per night for War Widows and $40 per person/per night for all others. 

Please contact Joanna Simpson on (08) 9371 7470 Monday, Tuesday or Wednesday between 9.30 am and 
2.30 pm for further information.
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PERMANENT RENTAL UNITS 
Units at Marina Court, New Farm, are located in a convenient location, near public transport and shops. 
There are 38 units, lovely gardens, a community room and shared laundry facilities. The units consist of 
one bedroom, ensuite bathroom, living room and kitchen. Rent for war widows on ISS is $157 per week 
(reviewed annually) and rent for non war widows is $260 per week. Applications are available by calling head 
office on 07 3846 7706 or on our website www.warwidowsqld.org.au. Conditions apply.

Centrepoint Apartments in Caloundra boasts a heated swimming pool, a sauna and two hot tubs. Guests 
enjoy an on-site café and balcony views over the Pumicestone Passage. All apartments have air-conditioning, 
a fully equipped kitchen, a dining setting, laundry facilities and a lounge area with a flat-screen TV with free 
cable channels. Unit 17 is open to all guests along with guests requiring disability access, it has two bedrooms, 
one with two single beds and the other with a queen size bed. Unit 18 is an exception, with four single beds. 
Reservations require a two night minimum stay in unit 17 and seven nights minimum stay in unit 18. AWWQ 
Members & ESO members receive a 35% discount off the advertised rate for unit 17, and a heavily discounted 
rate for unit 18. Please call Centrepoint Caloundra management on 07 5492 0100 to make a reservation.

VACATION RENTALS

Australian War Widows Queensland provides two furnished units at Marina Court, New Farm, for members 
& ESO members requiring short stay/respite accommodation whilst in Brisbane. The Price is $50 per night 
(with a two night minimum stay) or $250 per week. A $50 cleaning fee is charged per stay. Please phone 
head office on 07 3846 7706 to book. Conditions apply.
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Rules for Sudoku -    

• Every square has to contain a single number
• Only the numbers from 1 through to 9 can be used
• Each 3×3 box can only contain each number from 1 to 9 once
• Each vertical column can only contain each number from 1 to 9 once
• Each horizontal row can only contain each number from 1 to 9 once

SUDOKU



CROSSWORD

ACROSS:

1  Computer threat (6)
5  Queensland National Park (4,4)
9  Coastal rodent in southern and eastern Aus-  
 tralia (5,3)
10  Court sport (6)
11  "Yes" votes (4)
12  Leaving home (6,4)
13  Everything considered (10)
16  Pigeon talk (4)
17  Slip (4)
18  Like some costume jewellery (4-6)
19  Start of a piece of advice (2,1,4,3)
22  Letters (4)
24  Duplicated (6)
25  Simon ---, leading cricketer and footballer (8)
26  Student's reading (8)
27  Try to make ends meet (6)

DOWN:

2  Rough and disorderly (5)
3  007 (5,4)
4  German city noted for trials (9)
5  Tall widespread herb, with large showy flow-  
 ers (6,9)
6  Boarded (3,2)
7  Japanese assassin (5)
8  Proceed independently (2,2,5)
14  Large salt pan near the Flinders Ranges (4,5)
15  Ecstatic (9)
16  Underground worker (4,5)
20  Narrowest part of the torso (5)
21  Electromagnetic telecommunication (5)
23  Five Pillars faith (5)



Crossword Solution Sudoku Solution Word Search Solution

To the members of AWWQ,

As we come to the end of another year, we would like to thank each and every one of you for your ongoing 
support of Australian War Widows Queensland.

This year we celebrated 75 years of War Widows' Guild of Australia / AWWQ  and this could not have been 
achieved without you, our members. 

We hope you have a wonderful holiday season and are able to spend quality time with friends and family. 

We look forward to another big year ahead, and to continue our mission to empower, inspire and celebrate 
all war widows and families.

Yours sincerely 

AWWQ Board of Directors 

Absent in photo: Ms Jenny Walker, Independent Director

MERRY CHRISTMASMERRY CHRISTMAS
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We support them

because they supported us.

07 3846 7706

Level 4, 183 Wickham Tce

Spring Hill QLD 4000

ABN 88 009 708 810

AUSTRALIAN
WAR WIDOWS
QUEENSLAND


