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FROM THE DESK
Well here we are in
2022 and our borders
are open and we are
still dealing with a
pandemic. I hope you
are all well and are vaccinated.
I want to urge you
to “listen to science”
when deciding whether to get vaccinated
or not. What are we
passing on to the next generation when we ignore,
sometimes abuse, and denounce medical scientists
simply because we don’t like their evidence-based
statements?
This long brewing problem, ignited by social media
where the opinion of the famously ignorant outweighs the lesser-known expert, has come to a head
during the pandemic. The Dunning-Kruger effect is
when people with low levels of knowledge and skills
think they know more than they do. It is well and
truly evident these days on social media.
Those who don’t know what they don’t know are
sometimes more confident of spreading their opinions around than the actual experts. And in these
days where science matters more than ever, we must
be aware the most ignorant might have the loudest
and most assertive-sounding voices, and the most
followers. Social media scrollers beware.
So please, keep yourself safe, your family, friends and
war widow community safe and get all three vaccinations.
On a more positive note, a brand new year provides
us with an opportunity to revisit how we support our
loved ones and how we can look at 2022 as a year
when only good things can happen.
Some of the good things that can happen this year
and are in the planning process are ways that we can
celebrate the 75th anniversary of the founding of the
War Widows' Guild in Queensland (now AWWQ) by
Mrs Jessie Vasey in 1947. We are hoping to get all of
our groups involved in activities for this and will be
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approaching local councils and State and federal MPs
to get on board to help us celebrate.
We are having a sculpture of Jessie Vasey made by
a Sunshine Coast sculptor and are very excited that
we will be able to honour our Founder, Jessie Vasey
in this way. We are scoping out suitable sites to place
the sculpture and will be talking to local councils for
their input and permission for her placement in one
of the parklands. A sketch of how the statue will look
is on the next page. I hope you like it. I have been
in touch with the Vasey family and we are hopeful
that this year they may be able to attend War Widows' Day in person. They are very pleased that in
Queensland we are honouring Jessie with a special
day and a statue.
There will be a number of AWWQ events in 2022 for
you to put in your diaries, most notably Friendship
Day in Gympie on 15 September and War Widows'
Day on 19 October. We will keep you informed about
these special events.
I hope that you are all re-juvenated after the Christmas break. I certainly am very excited about the year
ahead and looking forward to promoting AWWQ in
Queensland. I have already started conversations
with elected representatives to encourage them to
be part of our anniversary celebrations.
I continue to attend ESO meetings and forums and
participate in reviews of the services provided by
DVA and providing them with any input I receive
from you, our members.
On Anzac Day 2022 many of us will be involved in
laying wreaths once again. This is a very special way
we can remember and honour our loved ones who
served and gave their lives. I thank all of you who lay
a wreath in your local area.
In closing I hope that you are all as excited as I am
about celebrating the work of our Founder, Jessie
Vasey, this year and honouring the legacy she has left
for us.
Take care.							
Jenny

FROM THE DESK
Dear AWWQ Members,
Welcome to 2022!
Head office staff have
returned from their
Christmas break and
are back into the swing
of things. To start I am
thrilled to announce
we have employed
a new staff member,
Emma Quigley, who will
take on the role as Administration & Property Coordinator. Emma has over
25 years’ administrative experience and has held
various roles within the charity and not for profit sectors. We look forward to welcoming Emma aboard at
the end of March.

bane at this year’s ANZAC day parade.
As a reminder AWWQ membership renewals are
due by 31 March 2022, the membership fee has increased to $25 per year and you will find the renewal
form on page 39. Please ensure your membership
information is up to date and be sure to let us know
if you have changed address, contact numbers or
next of kin details by contacting head office.
On behalf of the head office team of Sue, Lindy, Suzi
and Jason we look forward to another wonderful
year at AWWQ!
Take Care & Stay Safe.
			
Rachel Johnson

Once again, our members enjoyed the AWWQ annual Christmas party and AGM in November which was
held at the United Service Club, Brisbane. We will
continue with this format and plan to hold our next
AGM & Christmas party together again in 2022. On
Tuesday 8 March our State President Jenny Gregory
will be celebrating International Women's Day by attending a luncheon at the United Service Club along
with being featured in their March magazine as part
of the "In Service" page which highlight aspects of a
member’s life, work or service.
On page 35 of this edition you will find the State
President and Board nomination form. AWWQ will
have two war widow director positions along with
the State President position as Jenny Gregory will
hand over the baton after six years of tireless work
for our organisation. During 2022 Jenny will continue
to lead us to our official ‘War Widows’ Day’ to be
celebrated on the 19th October. Plans are underway
and we will keep members informed in upcoming
editions of our Bulletin.
As we approach ANZAC Day I hope many of you are
able to join local commemorations with your group
or with family & friends. Australian War Widows
Queensland will be represented once again in Bris-
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FROM THE DESK
Hello to all members and friends,
I hope you enjoyed
a lovely Christmas
and New Year and
you were able to
connect with family
and friends during
this time. We are
again seeing so
many affected by
the pandemic as
we begin the 2022
year. I hope the year will look brighter very soon as
I am looking forward to more travel to each of the
states this year.
Our National Council, which is made up of the State
Presidents from QLD, NSW, ACT, SA & WA meet
via Zoom each month to discuss our advocacy at a
national level and to collaborate between states on
new ideas and support programs for members. It is
my hope we will be able to all meet again in person

in the coming months here in Canberra.
As you may of you may have seen in a previous edition, The Australian War Widows have been nominated by Her excellency, Mrs Linda Hurley as the
organisation to receive the donated $2 from the sale
of each “Lady of Australia” rose sold, in the support
of War Widows. This rose has been chosen as the
official rose to celebrate The Wives of the Governor
Generals of Australia. The rose is currently available
for pre-order via
https://www.wagnersrosenursery.com.au
As always, I encourage you all to reach out to your
Australian War Widows (AWW) state office should
you need to chat to another person or require support.
Take care
Rhondda Vanzella OAM
National President
Council Member Australian War Memorial

• Monday 25 April 2022 - ANZAC Day Parade in Brisbane
• Thursday 15 September 2022 - Friendship Day in Gympie
• Wednesday 19 October 2022 - War Widows' Day in Queensland
• Monday 28 November 2022 -AGM & Christmas Luncheon in Brisbane
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NEWS & REMINDERS

NEWS & REMINDERS
2023 SUBSCRIPTIONS

During 2021 a AWWQ Board
decision was made to increase
the membership fees to $25. This
increase is now in effect and you
can find further information on
the renewal from on page 39 of
this edition.

STATE PRESIDENT AND
BOARD NOMINATIONS

We are now accepting nominations for the position of State
President, and two positions
for War Widow Directors. If you
would like to nominate for any of
these positions, see the form on
page 35 of this edition.

year’s ANZAC Day parade in Brisbane on Monday 25th April 2022.
Assistance with transportation can
be provided.

WHEN HE COMES HOME

Diane Dempsey has published a
book highlighting the impact of
war on partners and children of
veterans. For futher information
or to order a copy, please phone
Australian Scholarly Publishing on
03 9329 6963.

FIND US ON TWITTER!

Australian War Widows
Queensland now has a Twitter
account as an alternative way
to keep people up to date with
AWWQ. Find us by our Twitter
handle @WidowsWarQLD

VIRTUAL WAR MEMORIAL
A website has been launched for
Virtual War Memorial Australia.
To see more infomration, visit
https://vwma.org.au/

ANZAC DAY 2022

The Premier has approved that
the 2022 ANZAC Day Parade
continue at its original route in the
Brisbane CBD, complying with the
required COVIDSafe regulations.
This of course would be dependent on no subsequent restrictions should there be an increase
in COVID 19 cases.
Please contact the office if you
would like to participate in this

Utilising the AWWQ Transport
Assistance Program head office
would like to coordinate a members trip in June to the National
Freedom Wall at Mt Cootha ,
Brisbane. If you are interested in
participating please contact head
office and put your name down.
Further details to be confirmed.

AWWQ TAXI VOUCHERS

When using the Cab Charge
vouchers provided to you from
AWWQ, you are able to use your
'Half Price Taxi' membership card
to reduce the cost. When paying
your fare, give the taxi driver your
'Half Price Taxi' membership card,
this will then apply to the balance
of the taxi fare. For futher infomration phone Lindy on 0478 398
931.

VITALCALLS ARE VITAL
NATIONAL FREEDOM
WALL

The National Australia Remembers
Freedom Wall is a calm refuge
in Brisbane Botanic Gardens Mt
Cootha. A space for quiet contemplation and reflection on the spirit
of freedom. The wall is not a war
memorial but a symbol of 50 years
of freedom.
There are 16,000 tribute
plaques on the walls to remember
loved ones or simply an expression of thanks. The wall honours
servicemen and women who
gave their lives in all wars for
this nation. It also honours those
involved in bringing freedom to
Australia. This includes those who
worked on the land, in protected
industries and organisations such
as the Red Cross. Gardens enclose
the memorial, representing the
land, sea and divide.

We very regularly hear stories of
members who have had a fall at
their home, and because they
were not wearing their VitalCALL,
they had been laying on the floor
for hours, and in some cases even
over a day!
If you have a VitalCALL, be sure
to wear it all all times, as it is a
device that you do not need until
you do. If you do not have one but
think you would benefit from one,
please get in contact with Head
Office.
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AWWQ GROUP DIRECTORY
BRISBANE NORTH

3rd TUESDAY 11:00am Geebung RSL 323 Newman Rd Geebung QLD 4034
Convener: Denise Fridolf 07 3865 8006 E: dfridolf@smartchat.net.au

BRISBANE WEST

2nd MONDAY 10:15am Gaythorne RSL 534 Samford Rd Mitchelton QLD 4053
Convener: Narelle Stanton 0418 731 686 E: n_stanton@yahoo.com

BUNDABERG

2nd TUESDAY 10:30am Veteran’s Social Centre 71 Takalvan St Bundaberg QLD
4670 President: Laurel Crawford 0428 523 033 Coordinator: Gabbrielle Ryan
0402 268 794 Coordinator: Judy Mitchell 0407 676 344 E: jbmitchell238@gmail.
com

CABOOLTURE

2nd FRIDAY 10:30am Caboolture RSL 1 Hasking St Caboolture QLD 4510
President: Estelle Anson 07 5495 1215 Secretary & Treasurer: Cathy Hartshorn
07 5428 0210 E: cathhartshorn@live.com

CAIRNS

1st WEDNESDAY 10:00am “Rona Shute Room” Cairns RSL, 119 Esplanade, Cairns,
QLD 4870 Coordinators: Lyn Bennett 0404 868 449 E: Bennett.lyn@aapt.net.au
Norma Basset 0408 537 547 Donata Harper 0428 581 158

CALOUNDRA

2nd MONDAY 10:00am Caloundra RSL 19 West Terrace Caloundra QLD 4551
President: Roohangiz Doherty 07 5437 8619 Treasurer: Christine Gann 07 5491
9664 E: g7christine@gmail.com

GOLD COAST
NORTH

4th TUESDAY 10:30am RSL Southport 36 Scarborough St Southport QLD 4215
Coordinator: Jan Franz 0404 817 012 Assistants: Deirdre Breakwell & Sandra
Small

GOLD COAST
SOUTH

1st MONDAY 10:30am Currumbin RSL 165 Duringan St Currumbin QLD 4223
President: Bron Drinkwater 0400 098 310 E: presidentwwgc@outlook.com
Vice President & Treasurer: Deborah Baczyk 0408 807 600 E:treasurerwwgc@
outlook.com Secretary: Carole Waller 0412 135 030 E: secretarywwgc@outlook.
com

GYMPIE

1st FRIDAY 10:00am Gympie RSL, 217 Mary St Gympie QLD 4570 President: Maureen Rush 07 5483 7410 E: maureenrush@bigpond.com Secretary: Linda Collins
07 5482 2416 Treasurer: Lesley Cullis 07 5482 9777 E: lesley.cullis@icloud.com
randla@westnet.com

HERVEY BAY

1st MONDAY 10:00am Hervey Bay RSL 11 Torquay Rd Hervey Bay QLD 4655
Secretary: Christine Starr 0407 575 624 E: finstarr@hotmail.com Treasurer: Patsy
Squires 07 4124 2754

INGHAM

3rd THURSDAY 10:30am Ingham RSL 4 Hawkins St Ingham QLD 4850 Coordinators Denise Scott 0419 774 102 or 07 4777 2237 E: denise.f.scott1@bigpond.com
Suzi Vincent: 0409 880 902 E: Suzi@warwidowsqld.org.au

IPSWICH

1st THURSDAY 10:00am Ipswich RSL 63 Nicholas St Ipswich QLD 4305
President: Marea Teakle 0402 493 038 E: mteakle2@bigpond.com
Secretary/Treasurer: Denise Stokes

LAVENDER
LADIES

3rd SATURDAY 12:00pm Various venues on the Gold Coast Contact: Bron
Drinkwater 0400 098 310
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LOTUS CLUB

1st SATURDAY 12:30pm Various venues Coordinator: Narelle Stanton 0418 731 686
E: n_stanton@yahoo.com

MAROOCHYDORE

4th MONDAY 10:00am Maroochydore RSL 106 Memorial Ave. Maroochydore QLD
4558 Coordinator Heather Fazldeen 5444 0281 | 0409 260 031 E: Fazah@bigpond.
com

MARYBOROUGH

3rd TUESDAY 10:00am Maryborough RSL 163-175 Lennox St Maryborough QLD
4650 Coordinator: Daphne McLennan 07 4129 4259 E: demac5@bigpond.com

NEW FARM

2nd TUESDAY 10:00am Marina Court Gardens 227 Moray Street, New Farm 4005
Convenor: Jenny Gregory 0409 885 473

THE
PERSEPHONES

1st SATURDAY 10:00am - 2:00pm (Subject to change and availability)
Coordinator: Lauren Ashby 0409 951 158 E: renash03@bigpond.com

REDCLIFFE

1st FRIDAY 10:30am Redcliffe RSL Irene St Redcliffe QLD 4020 President: Judy
Harvey 0404 759 289 Secretary: Helen Finley 0418 198 940 E: cartmell9@bigpond.
com Treasurer: Jan Kersnovske 0430 149 396 E: jhkers@hotkey.net.au

REDLANDS

Last FRIDAY 10:00am Redlands RSL 8 Passage St Cleveland QLD 4163 President:
Lynne Martin 0416 224 453 Vice President: Krys Wade 07 3822 9502 Secretary:
Helen McDiarmid 0411 485 032 E:shufrog21@gmail.com Treasurer: Faye Cross 07
3207 6609

ROCKHAMPTON

2nd TUESDAY 10:00am Frenchville Sports Club 105 Clifton St. Nth Rockhampton
QLD 4701 President: Jenny Ireland 07 4928 5651 Secretary: Jan McPherson 0407
642 186 E: jamcpherson52@gmail.com Treasurer: Cecilia Miller 07 4922 3144

SHERWOOD

3rd TUESDAY 10:00am Sherwood/Indooroopilly RSL Sub Branch 2 Clewley St.
Corinda QLD 4075 Convenor: Teresa Howkins 07 3379 2420 E: tee@hiprofile.com.
au

SOUTHEAST

3rd FRIDAY 10:00am Easts Leagues Club 40 Main Ave Coorparoo QLD 4151
Coordinator: Elizabeth Cowell 07 3349 2084 E: epcowell@outlook.com

SOUTHWEST

1st FRIDAY 10:30am Greenbank RSL 54 Anzac Ave. Hillcrest Greenbank QLD 4118
President: Patricia Woods 0407 724 946 Vice President: Jennifer Runciman Secretary: Vicky Houlson 3273 1930 Treasurer: Grace Banham 07 3800 2903

TOOWOOMBA

2nd WEDNESDAY 9:30am Dr Price Meeting Room 6 Little St. Toowoomba QLD
4350 President: Robyne Hilditch 07 4614 0080 Vice President: Delma Starkoff 07
4635 8516 Secretary: Helen Puxty 07 4634 7086 Treasurer: Christine Hilditch 0412
078 631

TOWNSVILLE

3rd TUESDAY 10:30am Townsville RSL Club, 139 Charters Towers Rd, Hyde Park,
QLD, 4810 President: Wilma Kent 0412 341 293 Secretary: Lynne Clancy 07 4724
2188 Treasurer: Wendy Tranter 0409 243 428

WARWICK

1st THURSDAY 11:00am Warwick RSL 65 Albion St. Warwick QLD 4370
Vice President: Nancy Payne 07 4661 2270
Secretary/Treasurer: Dorothy Rubie 07 4666 3347
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GROUP NEWS
BRISBANE NORTH

We ended our year with a Christmas party at Geebung RSL Club
as most of the ladies attend War
Widows and Legacy Care Group.
I decided this year to have one
party for both groups and the
ladies agreed that it was a good
idea. Each year I have invited the
small group from Sandgate to
share the Christmas party with us.
There were only six this year along
with their Legatee Tony Ralph and
his wife Lindy. The President of
Geebung R S L Sub branch and
the President and Treasurer of
the Women’s Auxiliary were also
in attendance. They do assist us
financially towards the day.
The gifts they all received were
much bigger than usual as money
from both groups went towards
them besides the gift we also have
the monster raffle. This is a fun
part of the day. Some of the big
spenders on the day went home
with many prizes. I have to mention Sandgate, they had a day of
winning and I am sure they needed an extra taxi to get them home.
There were a couple of ladies
from my groups who also had a
big win. There were only two who
missed out but we made sure
they went home with a couple of
prizes.
That was our last meeting and
we were meant to go back in
February. As Covid was still hanging around and also some were
waiting to have their boosters,
I decided that we would not go
back till March.
I have rung around some, but
as I do a newsletter for the Legacy
Group I decided not to waste it so
it was posted out to all members.
A note was put in advising the
ladies of the cancelations.
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BRISBANE WEST

Welcome to 2022 and a happy New Year to all. Owing to
COVID-19, our first meeting for
the year will be held on the 14th
March and it is hoped that we will
be able to continue our monthly
meetings from then on without
any further interruptions.
Our wonderful Christmas
meeting and lunch held at the
Gaythorne RSL. It was very well
attended and thoroughly enjoyed
by everyone.
Also, at the end of last year, we
were able to finish our COVID-interrupted holiday to see the
Outback Spectacular. We spent
a lovely few days at the Sanctuary Cove Resort. We enjoyed
an evening dinner cruise on the
Southport Broadwater. Lynne
Hackwood’s birthday coincided
with that evening and we heartily
celebrated her special day. We
also visited O’Reilly’s resort and
that night we finally got to see the
Outback Spectacular. The show
certainly lived up to its name. On
the final day, we visited the Gold
Coast Arts Gallery, HOTA (Home of
the Arts). It is a very new Gallery
and, although some floors were
closed, there were plenty of exhibits to admire.
We are looking forward to
settling back into our routine of
luncheons and outings for this
year including travelling to Gympie
for Friendship Day.
Our April meeting is our Easter
meeting this year and we are looking forward to some Easter treats.
Best wishes and stay safe.

BUNDABERG

Our New Year has started very
slowly but here is to hoping the
rest of the year can reach some

normality.
Hello to all. Our Branch held a
meeting in February at which 15
Ladies attended. It was great to
see everybody again, masked and
socially distance Of course. We
shared Birthday wishes with our
member Mabel Matthews who
turned 100 years early in February. What a lively Bright and busy
100 year old she is. Hope we can
all be so active as she is should we
reach that milestone.
Looking forward to a bright and
busy year.

Mabel Matthews on her 100th Birthday

CABOOLTURE

In December the group had our
Christmas Luncheon which while a
smaller gathering than usual was
a very enjoyable day. A gift was
provided to each member and a
raffle gave a wide range of prizes
including some beautiful handmade items.
We all agreed that we were
hoping to have a better year in
2022. Unfortunately, this has not
happened so far with the passing
of four of our members and others entering Residential care.
Our Vice President and Foundation member Marie Pinches
passed away after a short stay in
a Residential Home. Marie had
served in several positions on our
Committee including that of Secretary. Marie will be missed for
her kindness to all members and
her dedication to War Widows.

GROUP NEWS
Shirley (Dawn) Craig a very keen
gardener and several times a
winner in garden competitions
who travelled regularly from
Kilcoy to attend our meetings and
take part in social functions. She
enjoyed participating in all War
Widow events. Iris Irons, one of
our quiet but dedicated members who attended regularly and
was always willing to help with
Badge week and supported us
with Anzac Day and other events
wholeheartedly. Helen Williams a
very well respected member who
was always interested in joining in
social events and AWWQ events.
An ordained Minister Helen spent
a great deal of time helping those
less fortunate in life. Unfortunately, her rapidly decreasing sight curtailed her activities somewhat but
her sense of fun remained.
Our plans at the moment are
to resume our meetings and
spend some time organizing small
social days for our members in
Residential care who have been in
lockdown so long. We envisage
morning teas in the coffee shop
attached to these venues as some
members are no longer able to
attend meetings. All other members will be invited to join with us
and enjoy the friendship we all
need.

of cases of COVID in Cairns.
We are not a large group but
we are friendly, and would welcome any other War Widows in
the Cairns area who would like to
join us.

CALOUNDRA

I opened our meeting on 13th
of December with attendance of
29 members. We all got up to sing
along to Jingle Bells, which is my
favourite Xmas song. Our Xmas
party was at the RSL Club, and 28
members attended for lunch.
For 2022 our first meeting will
start on 14 of March, as we did
not have a meeting in February
because of Covid as some ladies
didn't have their Boosters.
The Caloundra RSL Sub Branch,
with assistance from Council, are
proposing to install two Bronze
WW2 Statues in King Beach,
Sunshine Coast. One of the Statues is of our member Faye Clarke,
who was employed as a nurse
in Military hospital and posted
to Palestine and Egypt. The Sub
Branch are in more negotiations
with Council and hopping by 13 of
August it can take the place.
Our vice president, Margaret
Fraser, is in Try Care Aged Care.
That's all for now. Stay safe.
Roohi Doherty.

GOLD COAST SOUTH

Here we are, almost a 1/4 of
the way through 2022.
So far it has been a very quiet
beginning for our group. We held
off on our February meeting.
I feel like we haven’t seen each
other for a very long time and
look forward to our get together
in March.
Quite a few of our ladies are
not in the best of health and we
hold them in our thoughts.
We had a lovely Christmas get
together. Debbie did trivia which
was fun, little chocolate bars were
handed out to the right answers.
Our food was lovely, the room
looked lovely and secret Santa
added more cheer.
I was invited to the Gold Coast
district RSL A.GM. It’s nice to be
invited and meet all the local
members and remind them that
we the widows, do exist. Just our
presence is a reminder.
We are already thinking of
ANZAC Day which will be on us
before we know it. Hopefully this
year will be more open, as in family and friends aloud to attend.
Life for some of us is not that
effected by Covid, for others it has
made a big impact.
We can only hope that things
will get better and our lives can
go back to a more normal way, we
can only hope.

CAIRNS

It seems such a long time
since our last meeting on the 3rd
November, and Christmas Party,
which was the 17th November.
We will finally be having our
first meeting of the new year on
Wednesday the 2nd March. Unfortunately, due to COVID we had
to cancel our meeting and activity for February. We are looking
forward to seeing everyone who
is comfortable going out at our
March meeting, but realise it is a
difficult time due to the number

Betty Fraser & Dora Hughes

Caloundra members at their Xmas Lunch

Jean Higham and Phylis Renwick

GROUP NEWS
GYMPIE

I hope you have all avoided
Covid and are able to once again
socialise.
We have had our first meeting of the year with a fairly good
roll up. Due to staff shortages at
the RSL Club we will now have
our meetings in the Sub branch
Rooms at 44 Nash St.
Four of us attended the AGM
and Christmas lunch, fun had by
all and a couple of raffles won.
Also was good for Lesley and I
catching up with Rupert McCall
who attended Frawley College at
Scarborough with our children.
I am sure we all enjoyed our
break over Christmas and now
much discussion at the meeting
about Friendship Day, choosing
food, decorations etc. Our older
members look forward to being
involved and attending here at
home.
February 14 I laid a wreath
on behalf of War Widows at the
service for Australian National
Servicemen.
Stay safe, Maureen

INGHAM

Welcome to 2022, the Ingham War Widows wish everyone, be you in Cairns, Serena or
Toowoomba a happy and healthy
year.
We are looking forward to
recommencing our monthly
meetings at the RSL for a 10.30
am start on Thursday 17th March,
then on the 3rd Thursday morning
of each month.
It will be wonderful to have
Suzi Vincent as a joint coordinator
this year. She is a wealth of information and most welcomed by all
our ladies. We are very blessed to
have her in our little group. Shortly Suzi and I will be planning some
great activities for our ladies with
input and suggestions from them.
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So far we have plans to hold:
trivia, mobile phone classes and
a Mother day Morning Tea at The
Tea House on Cardwell Range. We
are a small group but committed
in support of each other, so make
that phone call to family, friends
and say “Hi” to your neighbour.
A reminder to please wear your
personal alarm all the time if you
have one. If you do not have one,
I encourage you get one. They do
summon help when you need it
most.
Cheers for now Denise

IPSWICH

Happy New Year to all. We
ended our year with a well-attended Christmas Party each member
receiving a card and hankie.
Our AGM, due to COVID, was
held later in the year resulting in
our Club becoming a Social Club.
Thank you Denise S for keeping on
as Treasurer. Our meetings now
are more relaxed and “social”.
Wounded Heroes has opened
an Op Shop here, social member
Denise and I have been involve
since it’s opening, as volunteers,
it’s a lot of fun.
We have a big year ahead with
luncheons, bus trips, and by far
our biggest celebration will be Jessie Vasey’s Day - 75th anniversary.
Sadly we lost another member,
Therese Russell, who passed away.
Well no more news for now so
like the saying “I feel like I should
clean the house, so I’m going to
my sewing room to play until the
feeling passes.” Till next time
Marea.

Ipswich members at their Xmas Lunch

LAVENDAR LADIES

Lavender Ladies have been in
recess. We are having an outing
on 19th March. I’ve been trying
organise an activity in conjunction
with our lunch.
I’m happy to say we are going
to have fun having a go at Putt
Putt Golf at 11 Gold Coast highway, Miami. Then followed by
lunch at the Tavern right near the
Putt Putt.
If you had any questions please
ring Bron 0400098310 or Terry
Yates 0458851243.

MAROOCHYDORE

Happy New Year everyone. Our
Christmas lunch was attended
by our ladies and also ladies and
legatees from Legacy Maroochydore. On this occasion Judy Smith
officially resigned from her position as President. After 32 years
as a sub branch it was decided to
become a social group. Heather
Fazldeen accepted the position of
Co-ordinator and will be ably assisted by Glynis Burns, Bev Connor
and Lorraine O”Neal.
Some of our members also
attended Jessie Vasy Day and
AWWQ AGM/Christmas lunch in
Brisbane.
Thanks to Covid we started
2022 on the “left foot”. Following
the advice of AWWQ our January
lunch was cancelled. We now
have our “right foot” in action and
our first meeting will be in Feb-

GROUP NEWS
ruary, with a guest speaker from
Guide Dogs Qld.
Our ladies wanted our bus trips
to continue. After much discussion it was decided to continue
them bi-monthly. Our first trip will
be in March to Bankfoot House,
Glasshouse Mountain. The house
was established in 1868. Cobb &
Co coaches travelling from Brisbane to the Gympie goldfields
used the property as a lunch stop
and staging post. The property
remained with the same family
across three generations. After
the death of the last resident in
2002, the then Caloundra City
Council purchased the house and
contents with the commitment
to establishing the property as a
House Museum.
We extend a warm welcome
to three new members, Beverley
Butler, Dora Wilson and Dianne
Cooper. Also our old member
Audrey Kregenbrink, who has relocated back to the Sunshine Coast
after living in Brisbane for some
time.
Sadly, we recently lost our longtime member, Ev Cogill. Ev was a
much loved member and will be
sadly missed by Maroochydore
War Widows. Please see in this
edition of the Bulletin a tribute to
Ev, compiled by Judy Smith.
Owing to Easter and Anzac Day
we will not be meeting in April.
However, we will get together for
an informal lunch at Maroochy
RSL Bistro on Tuesday, 26th April.
In the meantime, stay well and
stay safe.

each other’s company.
New Farm Group met for the
first meeting of 2022 in February
and welcomed Sue from Head Office who spoke to us about when
an ACAT assessment is required
and also clarified information
about Home Care Packages. We
always need to have up to date
information on these issues.
We celebrated the 100th birthday of one of our members Gladys
Smith who is remarkably well and
still living independently in one of
our units at Marina Court. See the
photo of Glad and the beautiful
orchid she was presented with.
Next month we will have a presentation on the history of Moray
Street New Farm which was once
the street which had many mansions and known as the “best little
street in Brisbane”.
We sadly acknowledged the
passing of one of our tenants and
member Joan Ireland. We are all
ageing and aware of our limitations and are grateful that our
New Farm members support each
other to deal with any issues we
may have.
Luckily we have had no instances of Covid-19 here and I believe
we are all triple vaccinated. Well
done New Farm members!

NEW FARM

Happy New Year to all. On
Christmas Day we celebrated with
a lunch for 10 of our members
who were going to be alone for
that day. It was lovely to have
lunch in the garden and enjoy

Gladys Smith on her 100th Birthday

THE PERSEPHONES

We keep in touch via a Facebook Messenger group and make
arrangements to meet on the 1st
Saturday morning of each month.
Sometimes a special meeting/
event may cause a slight change
to this, but it is all prearranged.
Our group is very much one for
support and understanding, no
matter the time/topic. We have
bonded over our connection to
defence and the impact that our
partners death has had on us.
In the past few months we
have had the Veterans' Health
Week event where we took part
in a spa treatment and then had
lunch at a local cafe. We also
attended the Jessie Vasey birthday
luncheon at Government house.
Before we knew it, Christmas
was upon us, so we celebrated
during our monthly meeting, this
time at the Belvedere Hotel at
Woody Point. Lunch was divine
and our Secret Santa gifts were a
special treat.
As our scheduled January
meeting fell on New Years Day we
decided to give this a miss, but
then ‘Galentimes Day’ was celebrated most recently with a high
tea at ‘Room with Roses’. Such a
special time catching up with existing members of the group, and
introducing prospective members.
Our next meeting is scheduled
for Saturday 5 March. Details yet
to be determined
I would also like to give a little
bit of background to our group
name, The Persephones.
Persephone is a powerful Goddess for us to connect with as the
Wheel of the Year turns to Spring.
She is the Lady of Light who brings
life and possibility back to the
Earth and Goddess of the wild
flora that grows. She rules innocence, beginnings and rebirth as
well as being Queen of the Underworld.
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Persephone is graceful and
considerate. Although seemingly
innocent, she is not one to be
toyed with as she holds the capability to stand up for herself and
do what is right.
In the seasons of life, Persephone is eternally Spring. This
helps her as she becomes older,
because she can reactivate her
spirit after times of depression
and loss, and once again find vitality, youthfulness, and be receptive
to new areas of change.
- Lauren Ashby

service was terrific. All the ladies
who attended had an enjoyable
luncheon.
Our first meeting was on the
4th February and 18 ladies attended. Our AGM will be held in May.
Our dear Beryl Fischer will
be turning 100 years young and
exceptional milestone and we will
be celebrating her birthday during
our June meeting.
We welcome a new member
and her name is Beryl Smithe.
A big thank you goes out to
Marilyn for always stepping in and
conducting our raffles when our
raffle lady is away.
May 2022 be an exceptional year with COVID-19 a distant
memory and our lives are once
again back to normal.

The Persephones celebrating Jessie Vasey Day,
with Andrews Sisters Tribute Band

the club is doing their best to keep
their older members safe, (lots of
workers have been on the premises). Our February meeting will
be on Friday 25 in the Sails restaurant.
We started a birthday card
delivery mainly to check on our
members but also to see if we can
get more to our meetings. So far
we will have two new members
coming; Nell (Mary) McDonnell;
and Jo Ann Pfeffer, both ladies
received birthday cards and a chat
and have decided to come.
Visiting those members in the
nursing homes will continue now
that some Covid restrictions have
been lifted.
If any of our Redland members
are reading this and they need
assistance getting to our meeting
please contact Lyn and Helen.
Our October meeting hosted
Mitch and Kate from Bodysmart
for a talk on gentle exercises,
movement to keep us moving, it
was a very informative talk and
enjoyed by all.
Our Christmas party was held
in November, our last meeting for
the year.
Thanks to the Redlands RSL we
had a very nice lunch, our guests
were the President and Welfare
officers from the RSL.
Gift bags were given out to all
that attended.

ROCKHAMPTON

The Persephones enjoying monthly get-togethers

REDCLIFFE

In 2021 we celebrated our
Christmas Party at Redcliffe RSL.
The turnout was awesome and
the meal exceptional and the
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Redcliffe members at their Xmas Lunch

REDLANDS

2022 Has started a little differently this year, we were not able
to have our meeting in January
due to the RSL club renovation,

A number of our members enjoyed a bus trip to Ferns Restaurant at Byfield last November to
celebrate our Christmas party.
We also had two members who
celebrated their birthdays there
too, Ruth Russell and Sue McCallum. Gloria Lynch celebrated her
birthday on the 23rd February at
Cocobrew.
Twelve of our members attended our first meeting for 2022 on

GROUP NEWS
the 8th February at the Frenchville
Sports Club.
Jenny Ireland and Jan McPherson delivered flowers and a card
on the 12th February to our member, Joyce Marler, who was celebrating her 100th birthday with a
party the next day.
Our next meeting is on the 8th
March at the Frenchville Sports
Club.

Jenny Ireland presenting Joyce Marler with
flowers for her 100th Birthday

from 10am in the Bistro area of
East Leagues Football Club, Main
Avenue, Coorparoo, and look
forward to the company of war
widow friends and acquaintances. New members are always
welcome and needed to keep the
group active.
Our sad news is the recent loss
of committee member Barbara
Stewart. Barbara has been an
active member of War Widows
until her failing health in 2020,
we thank Barbara’s daughter Kay
for her assistance at our functions
and ensuring Barbara attended
whenever possible. Some South
East members were able to be
present at Barbara’s final farewell
on 27th January.
We wish a speedy recovery to
those who have spent time in hospital over the holiday period and
hope all are now well and enjoying their home comforts.
We are fortunate to have the
valued “Bulletin” to keep us informed of current news affecting
our membership, just a reminder
that the subscription for 2022 of
$25 is due so that you don’t miss
your next issues’ In these uncertain times take care and keep well.

Rockhampton members at their Xmas Lunch

SOUTH WEST

Gloria cutting her Birthday cake

SOUTH EAST

South East members continue
to meet for morning tea/coffee
on the third Friday of each month

Our first meeting for this year
will be Friday 4th March after a
very successful Xmas Break up in
which 32 ladies attended. I am
sure they would agree with me
that we were rather spoiled. The
tables were beautifully set up
for us by the food and beverage
supervisor, Lavi. She and her staff
did an excellent job.
We were treated to a wonderful two course meal, one of the
best I think. The music was great
and all the ladies were treated to
a small gift. This was paid for in
part by the Veterans Health’ Week
grant.

The New year hasn't started
well for some of our members.
We have had four ladies in hospital with various health issues. All
are home now. Another member
was placed in a nursing home. We
have had two members pass away.
Both ladies were in their 90's
From what was announced at
the Zoom meeting, yesterday we
are in for a busy year.
I hope we can do the 75th
anniversary of War Widows and
Jessie Vasey day justice. Stay safe
and well.
Yours Truly,
Pat Woods S.W.Region

TOWNSVILLE

Townsville is a beautiful place
to live. All things have their ups
and downs, “it’s too hot, or too
cold, too dry, too wet”. I could go
on - but it’s a beautiful day, the sun
is shining, the flowers are smiling,
the birds are singing, we got out
of bed this morning, it’s a beautiful day, and it’s a NEW YEAR.
32 of our lovely ladies were so
happy to be out socialising again
and all keen to pay the $25 membership. It is such a small amount
for what our staff does for us.
On this morning after having
their cuppa they got their pens
out to cross off numbers on their
sheets. After some time, a cry
would go out “I got one”. Then
BINGO”. It is great to see smiles
and happiness.
In March Ashley is our guest
speaker who is going to give us
advice on what we should and
should not place in our recycling
bins.
April is ANZAC day. May a
Mother’s Day event.
Wilma Kent Wishing everybody a
Happy New Year 2022.
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25TH BRIGADE

MORAYFIELD STATION25TH BRIGADE
PLAQUE
Located at Morayfield
Railway station is the
Queensland Rail Storyboard
featuring a plaque commemorating the service of
Units located in the Caboolture shire during WW2.
This was a project run by
Des Kearton and Greg Hallam.
The 25th Brigade was
raised in June 1940 from
Second Australian Imperial
Force (AIF) personnel in
the United Kingdom. Upon
formation, the brigade's headquarters was opened
at Tidworth, in Wiltshire. The brigade was created
following the Fall of France, initially as a temporary
formation that would defend southern England, in
the event of an invasion by German forces. It had an
foundational establishment of 1,759 personnel; a
majority were drawn from service support corps of
the 6th Division, although roughly a quarter of this
number were diverted from infantry reinforcements
bound initially for AIF units in the Middle East.
In early 1942, following Japan's entry into the war
and concerns about the strategic situation in the
Pacific, the 25th Brigade—along with the rest of the

Cath Hartshorn & Gynith Whatmough with the
plaque at Morayfield Station
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7th Division—were brought
back to Australia to help
reinforce the Militia units that
were trying to hold back the
Japanese advance in New
Guinea. Arriving in Adelaide,
in South Australia, the 25th
Brigade's personnel were
granted a brief period of leave
before the brigade reconstituted around Casino, New South
Wales, where they took over
the defences from the 15th
Motor Regiment amidst concerns of a Japanese invasion.
In May, the brigade moved to
Caboolture, Queensland, and assumed a defensive
role around the beaches of the Sunshine Coast. As
the fighting between Japanese and Australian forces along the Kokoda Track intensified, the brigade
received orders to deploy to New Guinea, and they
subsequently arrived in Port Moresby in September
1942.
After being located at Caboolture Railway Station,
the original plaque went missing following upgrades
the the station, resulting a new plaque going up at
Morayfield. The original has now been located and is
back up at Caboolture Station.

Original Caboolture plaque that is once again
displayed at the station

RAT TESTS

NATIONAL CABINET STATEMENT
Rapid Antigen Tests
National Cabinet noted that COVID-19 tests are free and available at state testing clinics for people who have
symptoms or are a close contact.
National Cabinet agreed that up to 10 Rapid Antigen Tests over three months (a maximum of 5 in a month)
will be made available free through pharmacies to people holding the following cards:
• Pension Concession Card
• Commonwealth Seniors Health Care Card
• Department of Veterans' Affairs Gold, White or Orange Card
• Health Care Card
• Low Income Health Card
These free tests will become available in the next two weeks. However, anyone with COVID-19 symptoms
and close contacts should attend a state clinic for free testing and not go to a pharmacy to receive a free
test. Costs for providing these tests will be shared 50:50 between the Commonwealth and the States and
Territories consistent with COVID shared funding agreements.
National Cabinet noted the Commonwealth will provide 10 million RATs to states and territories (a combination of predominantly Point of Care Tests and self tests) to assist with testing and laboratory capacity. National Cabinet agreed to fund these in line with the existing National Partnership Agreement on the COVID-19
Response.
National Cabinet received a briefing from Joe Buffone, Director-General of Emergency Management Australia, on behalf of the National Coordination Mechanism (NCM). Supply chain issues continue to be one of the
main disruptors of broad access to RATs. National Cabinet noted that the Commonwealth is working through
the NCM to finalise anti-hoarding measures with the Pharmacy Guild of Australia and other major retailers
that stock RATs to limit the number of RATs available for sale to each individual.
National Cabinet noted the Commonwealth will prohibit price gouging of and the non-commercial export
of RATs, similar to actions taken earlier in the pandemic relating to essential goods such as masks, other PPE
and hand sanitiser. As was the case previously, price gouging will be defined as supplying or offering to supply essential goods at a price that is more than 120% of the initial purchase price (a 20% markup) and penalties for not complying with this direction will range up to five years imprisonment or $66,000.
Changes to testing requirements
National Cabinet agreed changes to testing requirements for all states except for Western Australia including:
• Removing the requirement for truck drivers to have rolling seven days tests.
• Testing will not be required before patients present to hospital.
• Confirmation PCR test will not be required after a positive RAT. Individual states and territories will
provide further information on how a positive RAT will be recorded. Anyone who tests positive is
encouraged to contact their GP for support as required.
• Testing before interstate travel will no longer be required except for Queensland, Tasmania and 		
Western Australia, with Queensland and Tasmania to review these requirements in the coming 		
weeks. State testing clinics will not be able to be used for interstate travel purposes.
• A second post arrival test for international travelers will not be required except for Queensland,
who will review this requirement when they reach 90 per cent double vaccination rate.
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FRIENDSHIP DAY

29th Friendship Day
It has been disappointing that the last two Friendship Days have been cancelled due to Covid-19. So
hopefully this year on September 15, here in Gympie, we can once again get together and renew old
friendships and make new ones.
For those who will be here for a few days we are having a White Cross Service and a Meet and Greet
on Wednesday September 14. For both functions, transport will be available between venues with
the help of our own ladies and the Vietnam Veterans, who have very kindly offered to assist.
Gympie will be celebrating our 40th birthday and War Widows will be celebrating the 75th birthday.
Wednesday September 14, 2022 at 3:30pm - White Cross Service.
St Patrick’s Catholic Church, 1 Church St. Gympie (This won't be a church service, the venue is large
enough and attendees don’t have to be double vaccinated.) Meet and Greet 5pm -7pm Venue TBA
Thursday September 15, 2022 at 11:00am – Friendship Day Luncheon $50 per person.
Pavilion – Gympie Showgrounds, 77 Exhibition Road, Southside Gympie. Plenty of parking available
for buses and they can pull up at the door.
RSVP: 25 August 2022. Please find the RSVP form on page 37 of this edition
For further details, please contact Maureen Rush on the below details:
M: 0412 737 380
H: 5483 7410
E: Friendship2022@warwidowsqld.org.au
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FRIENDSHIP DAY

MOTELS IN GYMPIE
FOX GLEN MOTOR INN
Ph: 5482 3199
30 Nicholls Rd, Monkland, QLD, 4570
GYMPIE MUSTER INN
Ph: 5482 8666
21 Wickham Street, Bruce Hwy,
Gympie, QLD, 4570
GREAT EASTERN MOTOR
INN
Ph: 5482 7288
27 / 29 Geordie Rd,
Monkland, QLD, 4570
MARY RIVER MOTOR INN
Ph: 5482 9977
Corner of Oak Street and Bruce Hwy,
Gympie, QLD, 4570
ROOM MOTELS GYMPIE
Ph: 5482 9964
16 Wickham Street, Bruce Hwy,
Gympie, QLD, 4570
SHADY REST MOTEL
Ph: 5482 1999
17 Violet Street,
Gympie, QLD, 4570
Airbnb
Gympie has a host of Airbnb accommodation
available. To look at accommodation options
and prices, visit Airbnb.com.au

VALE

DOROTHY SIMON
Dorothy was Vice President of Gympie War Widows for many years, and was always ready to help with anything.
In 1979 the Ex Service Women’s Association was formed after Dorothy and her friend placed an ad in the
paper, and 27 ex-service women replied. Dorothy was the President for 30 years. There is only one lady left
now from the group and that is Jeanne Lucas who is 99 and 8 months old. These ladies went on to raise
$26,000 toward Memorial Lane and associated charities. Dorothy was also on the RSL Committee for several years and Vice President of the Gympie RSL Sub-Branch. Dorothy was on the Planning Committee for the
Normanby Hill Remembrance Park also the planning committee for the first eight murals in Memorial Lane.
The Ex-service Womens' group was led by Dorothy for many years in the Anzac Day Parade.
Dorothy was President of the Gympie CWA, Vice President of the South Burnett CWA and was Divisional
Country Woman of the year. She was also President of Gympie Quota International.
In 1989 Dorothy was a foundation Member of the Gympie-Widgee Probus club. She served twice as President and for years involved in every aspect of the club.
In 1999 Dorothy joined Legacy and in 2010 she joined the War Widows and as I said at the beginning, she
was very involved.
To complete her service to the community Dorothy was a JP in Gympie for 36 years.
Dorothy once wrote saying her philosophy was “ I’m not getting old, I’m just getting older”
Dorothy will be missed at both War Widows and Laurel Club.
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EV COGILL
Evelyn Madge Gibbins born on 28 September 1932, the eldest of three
siblings and daughter of Madge and Errol Gibbons, a pioneering family
running a farm at Forest Glen.
At age six Evelyn enrolled as the only girl in her classroom of seven students. She walked the 3km journey to school every day from her parents'
pineapple farm in Forest Glen - barefoot, like all the other children. Eve
continued school on the Sunshine Coast and then began work at the Maroochydore Hotel. In the 1960s she began work at the Headland Golf Club.
Ev was also a keen golfer and made many lifelong friends at the Golf Club.
Evelyn married Gordon Robert (Bob) Cogill and had two sons Terry and
Ted. Ev’s husband, a POW in Singapore during World War 2 died in November 1999. Following his death Ev joined the Maroochydore Sub branch of
Queensland War Widows' Guild on 28 September 2000.
Ev enjoyed the friendship and support of her fellow war widows, and it
didn’t take long for her to become involved with the administration of the
group. In May 2001 she was elected to position of vice president until May
2005 when she was elected president and held that position for seven
years. She then became treasurer until she resigned in May 2017 after 16
years of service to Australian War Widows Qld. Evelyn was also a member
of the Maroochydore Prisoner of War Group, Legacy and Probus and remained an active member at Maroochydore War Widows until mid-2021.
As one of Buderim’s early residents Ev enjoyed giving her time to the Buderim War Memorial Community
Association, a community organisation designed to be a living tribute to those who fought and sacrificed so
much in the world wars. Ev spent many hours as a community information volunteer at the Old Post Office.
For many years (until recently) Ev lay a wreath every Anzac Day, rain, hail or shine for the BWMCA.
As a good storyteller, Ev would draw on her many life experiences to relate an interesting story over lunch
about her life in Buderim. One was while sunbaking on crowded Maroochydore Beach in December 1950
when a RAAF Wirraway aircraft crashed into the beach killing three children and injuring many others.
Another story she enjoyed telling was when
a cyclone arrived on the coast on her wedding day. The wedding scheduled for 10am
at Nambour was delayed by rain, water and
trees blocking roads. Not to be deterred
the wedding party was transported by using
chains and tractors and the marriage eventually got under way at 5pm.
Ev was a leader and friend with a quiet
unassuming manner, and she will be fondly
remembered Australian War Widows Qld
and her many friends. Brother Steve and
sons Terry and Ted survive her.
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FREEDOM WALL

“Planting of the Crosses”
Australia Remembers Commemoration Brisbane 1995
I would like to pass on the story of an important event that took place in Brisbane on August 13th 1995. This
piece of history was passed on to me by one of our war widows, Valerie Addison who attended the Field
of Remembrance “Planting of the Crosses” commemoration service in King George Square in August 1995.
Valerie also took a number of photos which we have reproduced here for this article.
This event was attended by many of our war widows who placed crosses in the area provided immediately
outside City Hall. Widows who wished to participate were able to take a cross and write their loved one’s
name on it (see photo on next page).
This service was part of the celebration of the 50th Anniversary of Victory in the Pacific and was a National
Day of Celebration which was centred in Brisbane because of the significant role played by this City during
the Pacific War.
In our March 2006 Bulletin there were articles about this 1995 event and I would like to quote from one of
them.
“What a wonderful occasion – the phone calls, the letters received – all stating what it meant to them.
We appreciated greatly the tremendous support received from the Lord Mayor and his staff – the Military
Band – the ministers who performed the Ecumenical Service – Her Excellency the Governor of Queensland
who officially opened the Field and lit the “Freedom Flame” which burned all week – the Lord Mayor and his
meaningful address – the returned Sisters – so many of them who planted the crosses in memory of the 76
nurses who did not return.
Our members remembering their husbands, sons, boyfriends – the young people who planted crosses in
memory of their fathers – known or unknown – the ones who came each day and left a single flower by their
special cross. Many quiet tears were shed by all of us who were there on these occasions.
The woman who caught hold of my hand and said ‘Thank you for letting me come to terms with my grief’. The
young girl of 12 who didn’t have anyone in the war wrote on the cross “Thank you for our Freedom’ – and
everyone planting their cross with such dignity and sorrow in their eyes.
These crosses are to be burnt and placed in an urn in a special place in the Freedom Wall.”
I have written previously in the Bulletin about the Freedom Wall in the Mt Cootha Botanical Gardens which
is a National Memorial built to contain the tribute plaques to commemorate 50 years since the cessation of
hostilities of World War II in Europe and the Pacific.
The Memorial is located high on a ridge within the Botanic Gardens at Mt Cootha and overlooks the surrounding hills, the University of Queensland and the distant scape of Brisbane.
A special position was allocated in the wall for the urn containing the ashes of the crosses which were planted at the Planting of the Crosses Ceremony. A plaque from The War Widows' Guild of Queensland seals the
urn in place (see photo on next page.)
The official opening of the Freedom Wall took place on Remembrance Day, 11 November 1996. The 15,500
plaques in situ there are a great reminder to generations to come and a fitting tribute to those who contributed to Australia’s war effort. During the playing of ”The Last Post” at the service a RAAF Caribou flew over
and dropped 30,000 red poppies.
Page 20

FREEDOM WALL
Valerie Addison, who attended both the service at King George Square and at the Freedom Wall, has plaques
in the Freedom Wall dedicated to her husband Edward (Ted) and his brother Cecil Addison. Included in this
article is a photo of a “Hot Salt” sign which Ted “souvenired” from the Queen Mary (which he was shipped
on) in case he did not return. The men had to shower in salt water as the fresh water was saved as drinking
water. Valerie still has the sign in her home in memory of her husband. Ted was only 18 and, like many soldiers, inflated his age to 21 in order to be able to be sent to the Middle East in WWII.
I urge us all, after reading this article, and in the year 2022 which is the 75th anniversary of the founding of
the Guild in Queensland (now AWWQ), to visit the Freedom Wall at Mt Cootha, report in to the visitors centre where they keep a record of attendance, and show our appreciation of the Wall as a symbol of Freedom
and of the high price that was paid to achieve this Freedom.
Jenny Gregory
State President
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MEDIA RELEASE

DIGGERS AND WAR DOGS
The 7th of June is officially recognised by the Australia Defence Force (ADF) as National Military Working
Dog Day. Military Bases and venues throughout
Australia celebrate this day with Parades and Ceremonies. Knowing this and as a writer and lover of
dogs, I set out to commemorate the contribution of
Australian War Dogs. In looking through the records,
reading books and talking to experts in the field, my
initial focus rested on one dog – MARCUS, trained as
a tracker dog for the Vietnam War. MARCUS’S story
epitomises the enormous courage, unwavering loyalty and sheer hard work of our war dogs. I cannot
do justice to his whole story but I hope this summary
will convey to you a sense of what it means to be
such a dog.
MARCUS (Tracker dog D6N06) was a black Labrador, bred from a former Australian Champion and
donated to the ADF by the then Governor of New
South Wales, Sir Roden Cutler. This was unusual, as
most dogs were sourced from public donations and
dog pounds. In 1966, aged about 10 months, MARCUS began his training with Private Denis Ferguson
(Fergie) at the School of Infantry in Ingleburn, a small
military base on the outskirts of Sydney, New South
Wales.
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Fergie was responsible for every facet of MARCUS’S
life and well-being. Bonding with MARCUS was the
first priority – walks and play. Morning routine started with a run, grooming and obedience training, followed by a thorough clean out of MARCUS’S kennel.
MARCUS would be walked around the roads of Ingleburn to harden his paws and to familiarise him with
traffic. Days were spent at the rifle range during live
firing. Tracker training started from following fresh
five minute old tracks until MARCUS could follow a
track up to about 16 km and more than a day old.
In May of 1967, MARCUS and Fergie travelled to
South Vietnam by RAAF Hercules, being deployed
to the 2nd Battalion Royal Australian/New Zealand
Regiment at Nui Dat.
Tracking Teams were small, normally consisting of
two dogs and two handlers (in this case MARCUS
and Fergie were part of the team), a visual tracker
(trained to determine everything from the number
of insurgents to what they were armed with), two
covermen plus a machine-gunner and signaller. The
covermen’s job was to bodyguard MARCUS and
Fergie as well as the other dog and handler. The
team’s main roles were to follow up enemy trails or

ARTICLE
to locate suspected enemy hideouts after a contact. They would be airlifted by helicopter into an
area of operation. All the tracker dogs loved these
rides as the cool air was a relief from the tropical
heat. Once on the ground, MARCUS would follow
the scent (e.g. a Viet Cong footprint), taking off at
speed until their location was found. He would then
stop, nose extended facing the suspected enemy. At
this point, MARCUS and Fergie would fall back while
the rest of the section behind them would search
the area, often finding wounded enemy or recently
occupied bunker systems that would otherwise have
been missed. MARCUS’S job was one of the most
dangerous jobs in the war and his team needed to
have absolute confidence in his ability to ‘sense’
the enemy before actual contact was made. Peter
Haran, a handler himself, wrote that MARCUS was
a ‘very fine tracker dog with a big heart and a very
gentle nature – he would never give up’ - Peter Haran
(2000) Trackers – The Untold Story of the Australian
Dogs of War.

In 1970, MARCUS was assigned to Private Shaun
Patrick Dobson, 2nd Battalion Royal Australian Regiment (2 RAR). Although Shaun was born in Victoria, he moved to Tasmania as a child. Conscripted
into the Army at 21, he did a 12 month tour of duty
including 6 months with MARCUS. Shaun now lives
in Granton near Hobart, Tasmania. In speaking with
him, he recalls that if MARCUS ‘lost’ the scent he
would busily run around but if he located the scent
he would stop, sit, nose extended. He explained that
if the enemy had stopped, their scent would radiate
out, much like a pebble being thrown into a pond,
making it easier for MARCUS to locate the enemy.
MARCUS enjoyed a game of tug of war, and a special
treat was a egg in his food (eggs where scarce at the
time).

The excerpt below is from George Hulse (2019) In
Dogs We Trust.
‘Whilst at Fire Support Base (FSB) Anderson, I [Fergie] took MARCUS by chopper early one morning to
a platoon with a ‘hot’ trail and we tracked the enemy
to the point where the platoon was able to engage
them. Then at about mid-day of that day we were
picked up again by chopper to another platoon and
we repeated the performance again. At about 1500
hours MARCUS and I were choppered to a third
battalion, but this time the mission was unsuccessful. At last light we returned to FSB Anderson. Three
tracks in one day.’
MARCUS was worked hard. When Fergie completed his thirteen months deployment MARCUS was
handed to his second tracker Private Alvin Petersen. Handing over was very stressful for the handler
and it must have been bewildering and stressful for
MARCUS. Fergie was required to completely ignore
MARCUS so he would immediately bond with his
new tracker (and it is still a great stress for today’s
handlers and dogs). Unlike his handlers, MARCUS
was in Vietnam for the entire duration of the war.
Day after day, week after week, month and month,
year after year he served, having five handlers (Denis
Ferguson 1967-1968), Alvin Petersen (1968-1969),
William Wright and Wayne Dixon (1969-1970), Denis
Ferguson and Shaun Dobson (1970-1971) until the
end of the war.

Pictures:
Left to right: Pte Dobson with MARCUS, Pte Dawes
with MARCIAN, Pte Corkhill with TRAJAN, Pte Johnson with MILO. (Top left)
Special Operations Military Working dog KUGA
(Bottom right)

Article extract from 'Diggers and War Dogs" by
Suzanne Curry
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Christmas Lunch 2021
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OPEN ARMS

Open Arms: Drug use effecting families. Information and Support.
You’re not alone
Around one-third of Australians will use illegal drugs at some point in their lives, and about 8 per cent
will develop a drug-use disorder. Cannabis is the most commonly used illegal drug, followed by
ecstasy, amphetamines and cocaine. Misusing prescription medication like pain meds is also common.
People who have problems with drug use are often dealing with other issues as well. For example,
about a third of Australians who have a drug-use disorder also have a drinking problem, and about 15
per cent of people who are dependent on cannabis also have depression or anxiety compared with
about 5 per cent of people who don’t use.
Issues for families
Using illegal drugs, or misusing legal drugs, affects partners, children and other family members.
If you are the partner of someone who regularly uses drugs, it can be helpful to think about how you
can support your loved one as they try to reduce their drug use.
Remember that wanting to help doesn’t mean that helping is easy. Sometimes you’ll need some
support as well. Find out more about resources and referral options for families.
It’s hard to force people to change when they don’t want to. There’s no ‘perfect’ way to talk to a loved
one about their drug use, but here are a few tips that might help you:




Try not to argue with your loved one about their drug use; it may make them more determined
to keep using.
Instead of criticising behaviour that’s unhelpful or unhealthy, try to support or encourage
behaviours that are helpful or healthy.
Feel free to express your opinion, but make sure you listen when others express theirs.

Support for your partner
As a partner or ex-partner, you are often in the best position to notice when your partner has:
 difficulty adjusting to ‘normal life’ in Australia
 challenges in transitioning to civilian life after leaving the ADF
 anger control issues
 depression and anxiety
 substance and alcohol misuse
 trauma or PTSD
Improving relationships and communication
Open Arms counselling and group programs can help you with:
 building positive relationships
 managing separation due to deployment
 readjusting when your partner returns home, and
 transitioning to civilian life.
Free and confidential counselling is also available 24/7 through Open Arms - Veterans & Families
Counselling. Call 1800 011 046.
Other supports available:
 Family Drug Support Australia www.fds.org.au



ADIS - (07) 3837 5989 (Brisbane) / 1800 177 833 (regional QLD) www.adis.health.qld.gov.au

Page
28
Reference:
www.openarms.gov.au/signs-symptoms/alcohol-and-substance-use/drug-use-disorders

OUR MEMBERS

GLADYS SMITH
I was born in Crown
Street Women's Hospital in Sydney 18th
February 1922. My
mother Louisa Lofts
was very ill and not
capable of looking
after me. At six-weeksold I was left in the
care of Margaret
Mewburn, who had
been recommended
by a nurse friend. It
was supposed to be
for six weeks whilst
my mother had an
operation but she did not return and Mrs Mewburn,
who already had 9 children but only one currently living at home, took on the care of me with the
blessing of the Department of Welfare. The Department was unable to find Louisa Lofts and that meant
that I could not be adopted until I was 14 years old
and agreed to the adoption. I never felt the need to
look for my birth mother as I had a large family that
showered me with all the love that you could possibly want.
We moved to the country when I was about seven
year old, and It was never dull; we had to feed the
lambs and bring in the cows for milking etc. and I
only moved back to Sydney when I was 16 years old
to board with my sister and obtain work.
My first position was with Lever Bros in Balmain and
I stayed there for three years. When the Second
World War started my sister's husband had a nervous breakdown so we all moved to Dubbo. I got a
job waitressing and it was there I met my first husband Peter Monck who was in the army. We married
on Peter's 21st birthday and our first child Barry was
born whilst Peter was overseas. A couple of years
later along came our second child Laraine, also whilst
Peter was overseas. Peter left the army at the end
of the war and after a couple of years we moved into
a housing commission house in Ryde. It was a very
good life at Ryde and I worked hard so that our family could enjoy the better things in life. We lived there

until our children married and left home. Peter and I
were married for 30 years before Peter passed away.
A couple of year later I went on a tour to New Zealand with friends and met my second husband Bill
McClare and moved to Melbourne to live. Bill had
never travelled out of Victoria so we travelled Australia and went on a cruise to Japan. After about six
years together Bill was tragically killed in a car accident whilst visiting with friends in Western Australia.
I have never been one to sit around and mope about
what life threw at me so I took up golf and lawn
bowls. I loved the bowls and became a very good
player. I did a woodworking class and made myself a
wall unit for my lounge room. I gave square dancing
a try and joined a group of older singles and met my
third husband Ron Smith. After a couple of years we
moved to Hervey Bay Queensland for Ron’s health.
My daughter Laraine already lived on the Gold Coast
and my son Barry soon moved to Brisbane with his
work. Whilst on a touring holiday to Longreach Ron
suffered a massive heart attack and passed away. I
stayed on in Hervey Bay for a number of years but
decided when I was 80 years old to move to Brisbane to be closer to my children and grandchildren.
I moved into the War Widows owned units in New
Farm and have lived there ever since. Sadly, my son
Barry passed away in 2011 from Cancer just before
my 90th Birthday.
Well, I turned 100 years old this year, never thought
that would happen. I still live independently, enjoy
good health and try to live life to the fullest. I travelled with my daughter Laraine in her motorhome
on a number of occasion and also to Thailand and
America. In March we will be off again to the Northern Territory.
What do I attribute my long life to, living life to the
fullest, not sitting around moping about what I can’t
do and just getting out and doing what I can. Love,
forgive and always be happy.
And of course, all the usual, eat healthy, exercise,
don’t drink or smoke.

CROSSWORD

Across

Down

9
10
11
12
13
14
15

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
14
15
16
17
18
20
22
24

19
21
23
25
26
27

Like Little Boy (1-4)
Clearing (4,5)
Begin (4-3)
Cooling drink (4,3)
Disputed region between Pakistan and India (7)
Waldorf salad necessity (7)
Juggler banished Cal to a settlement in Nepean
Bay, SA (6,5)
Lewd (7)
Affair of the heart (7)
Misery (7)
Iconic Volkswagens (7)
Former national rugby player and heavyweight
boxing champ (4,5)
Adult insect (5)

Answers on page 41

Hawaiian surfing site (7)
Compels (6)
Irregular (8)
Association of sports teams (10)
Pickle place (4)
Additionally (2,4)
Old Man ---, edible shrub (8)
A word to the whys? (7)
Worn by those over the eight? (6,4)
Those in the know (8)
Don (8)
Designer of 25 Across (7)
On thin ice (2,1,4)
Sizing up (6)
Ottoman ruler (6)
Free from doubt (4)

STATE PRESIDENT / BOARD NOMINATION FORM
Each nomination is to be signed by a nominator and a seconder who are financial members of AWWQ. An
emphasis will be placed on what the nominee can contribute by way of skills and knowledge to the board, so
please consider this in your nominations. There must be two nominators for each nominee.
NOMINATIONS CLOSE 4PM ON FRIDAY 27TH MAY 2022.
NOMINATOR
I (NAME) 						

Member Number

and SECONDER
I (NAME) 						

Member Number

being financial members of Australian War Widows Queensland, nominate and second:
NOMINEE
(NAME)						

Member Number

for the position of (please tick)
War Widow Director
State President
I, ___________________________________, accept nomination for the position above. I declare that I am
a financial member of Australian War Widows Queensland and am not ineligible to be a director under the
Corporations Act 2001 (Cth) or the Australian Charities and Not-for-profit Commission Act 2012 (Cth)

Signature of Nominated Member					

Date

Nominator’s Signature							

Date

Seconder’s signature							Date

Full Name

Membership Number

Why would you like to become a State President or Director of AWWQ?

Please provide a short bio to represent yourself for this position. Attach a seperate sheet if needed.

State President / Board members require a range of skills including effective communication, ability to
read and understand financial statements, basic computer skills, ability to communicate constructively
and to contribute positively to the sustainability of AWWQ. The Board undertakes from time to time ongoing education to enhance their skills. Please provide a short overview of the skills you bring to AWWQ.
Attach a separate sheet if needed.

By signing below, I declare that my submission is true to the best of my knowledge. I also declare that I
know of no reason which would disqualify me from being a Director and able to apply for the required
Director Identification number through ASIC. I declare that I have read and understand the AWWQ Privacy
Policy available on www.warwidowsqld.org.au or in the AWWQ Handbook.
Signature
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Date

FRIENDSHIP DAY 2022 RSVP FORM
White Cross Service - Wednesday 14 September 2022, 3:30 pm
St Patrick's Catholic Church, 1 Church Street, Gympie
Friendship Day Luncheon ($50 per person) - Thursday 15 September 2022, 11:00am
The Pavilion - Gympie Showgrounds, 77 Exhibition Road, Southside Gympie

First Name

Last Name

Member #

Branch/Group

Home Phone

Mobile Phone

Address
Town/Suburb

Post Code

Dietary
Requirements
Events
attending

How will you
make your
payment?

White Cross
Service only

Friendship Day only

White Cross Service
&
Friendship Day

Deposit to Australian War Widows Qld Gympie Sub Branch
BSB: 034 127 | Account: 392 983
Please include your full name when making payment
By cheque in the post
Paid to your local Sub Branch/ Group

Emergency
contact

Name:
Relationship:
Phone:

RSVP 25 AUGUST 2022
Postal Address:					
Australian War Widows Gympie			
35 Fairway Drive					
Gympie, QLD, 4570
			

Contact Person:
Maureen Rush
M: 0412 737 380 H: 5483 7410			
E: Friendship2022@warwidowsqld.org.au
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FILL OUT THE REVERSE SIDE AND
SEND IT TO:
AUSTRALIAN WAR WIDOWS QLD
GYMPIE
35 FAIRWAY DRIVE
GYMPIE, QLD, 4570

2022/2023 MEMBERSHIP FEES
It’s the time of the year again! AWWQ collects
$25 from members each year to help support
our organisation and the services we offer. To
pay your annual membership, please choose one
of the following options:

1. Completing the renewal form and send
to the address provided with a cheque or
money order. Please make sure that your full
name and membership number is included
on the form to allow us to identify you. If
you are unsure of your membership number
please call head office.
2. Phoning head office on (07) 3846 7706 and
paying by credit card over the phone.
3. Electronic Funds Transfer to the AWWQ bank
account (box on right)

Australian War Widows Queensland
BSB: 064 000 (Commonwealth Bank)
Account Number: 1496 9480
Annual Fee: $25 (with an optional donation)
Reference: Your AWWQ membership number.

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FORM
Last Name

First Name

Membership Number

Phone Number

Email Address

Membership Fee

Would you like to make
an optional donation?

Yes

No

$25

If yes, how much? $

To help us keep your records up to date, please kindly answer the question below
Has your address or
phone number changed
in the past year?

Yes

No

If yes, please let
us know your new
details:

Send completed form to: AWWQ, PO BOX 13604, George Street Post Shop, Brisbane QLD 4003
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ACCOMMODATION

PERMANENT RENTAL UNITS
Units at Marina Court, New Farm, are located in a convenient location, near public transport and shops.
There are 38 units, lovely gardens, a community room and shared laundry facilities. The units consist of
one bedroom, ensuite bathroom, living room and kitchen. Rent for war widows on ISS is $147 per week
(reviewed annually) and rent for non war widows is $250 per week. Applications are available by calling head
office on 07 3846 7706 or on our website www.warwidowsqld.org.au. Conditions apply.
Australian War Widows Queensland provides two furnished units at Marina Court, New Farm, for members
& ESO members requiring short stay/respite accommodation whilst in Brisbane. The Price is $50 per night or
$250 per week. Please phone head office on 07 3846 7706 to book. Conditions apply.

VACATION RENTALS
Centrepoint Apartments in Caloundra boasts a heated swimming pool, a sauna and two hot tubs. Guests
enjoy an on-site café and balcony views over the Pumicestone Passage. All apartments have air-conditioning,
a fully equipped kitchen, a dining setting, laundry facilities and a lounge area with a flat-screen TV with free
cable channels. Unit 17 is open to all guests along with guests requiring disability access, it has two bedrooms,
one with two single beds and the other with a queen size bed. Unit 18 is an exception, with four single beds.
Reservations require a two night minimum stay in unit 17 and seven nights minimum stay in unit 18. AWWQ
Members & ESO members receive a 35% discount off the advertised rate for unit 17, and a heavily discounted
rate for unit 18. Please call Centrepoint Caloundra management on 07 5492 0100 to make a reservation.

DUST IF YOU MUST
Dust if you must, but wouldn't it be better
to paint a picture or write a letter,
bake a cake or plant a seed,
ponder the difference between want and need?
Dust if you must, but there's not much time,
with rivers to swim and mountains to climb,
music to hear and books to read,
friends to cherish and life to lead.
Dust if you must, but the world's out there
with the sun in your eyes, the wind in your hair,
a flutter of snow, a shower of rain.
This day will not come around again.
Dust if you must, but bear in mind,
time goes fast, and it's not kind.
And when you go - and go you must you, yourself will make more dust!
It's not what you gather,
but what you scatter,
that tells what kind of life you have lived.
Submitted by AWWQ Member
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AUSTRALIAN
WAR WIDOWS
QUEENSLAND
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We support them
because they supported us.
07 3846 7706
Level 4, 183 Wickham Tce
Spring Hill QLD 4000
ABN 88 009 708 810

